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Church Of Our Saviour Episcopal 
471 Crosby Street 

Akron, Ohio, 44302 

330-535-9174 
 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  

We are bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and 

relate to one another is very important to us.  Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you and 

invite you to make your place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is alive 

for everyone here regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, couples, 

partners and families of every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us in our 

diversity. 
 

Parish Prayer 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of 

Our Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the 

gospel for all people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we 

strive to use all that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Welcome, Guests 

If you are joining us online or in-person for the first time this morning, we hope you will consider making 

Church of Our Saviour your church home during this period of transition. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge the traditional and ancestral land of the Lenape (Delaware), Shawnee, Wyandot Miami, 

Ottawa, Potawatomi, and other Great Lakes people—the Chippewa, Kickapoo, Wea, Piankeshaw, and 

Kaskaskia—on which we worship today. We honor those who lived and worked on this land, and those who 

traveled the portage path between the Cuyahoga and Tuscarawas rivers. Church of Our Saviour occupies 

land ceded by the Treaty of Greenville of 1795. We recognize that colonialism and the oppression of Native 

peoples is a current and ongoing injustice, and we commit to build our awareness of our present 

participation. 



 

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
        

♪♪  Prelude 
       

Ringing of the “Welcome” Bell 

 
 

♪♪   Processional Hymn      
 

          Hymnal #542   Christ is the world’s true light                                                    St. Joan 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continues on next page) 
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Liturgy of the Word 

 

Opening Acclamation                                                   
 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The following is sung 

 

♪♪ Gloria                                                              LEVAS II #241 

 

 

  

(Continues on next page) 
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(Continues on next page) 
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(Continues on next page) 
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Collect of the Day    

 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People         And also with you.  

Celebrant    Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications 

of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
                                                                  
The Lessons   

 First Reading Micah 6:1-8 

Hear what the LORD says: 

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

and let the hills hear your voice. 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
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for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

and he will contend with Israel. 

 

“O my people, what have I done to you? 

In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam. 

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 

“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 

with calves a year old? 

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 

Lector: The Word of the Lord.   

Response: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 15  The psalm  will be sung by the cantor. Cantor will sing refrain and congregation will repeat, subsequent 

refrains will be sung by the congregation. 

 

Domine, quis habitabit? 

1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 

who may abide upon your holy hill? 
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2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 

who speaks the truth from his heart.   Refrain 

 

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 

he does no evil to his friend; * 

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 

but he honors those who fear the LORD.  Refrain 

 

5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 

and does not take back his word. 

 

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. Refrain 

 

7 Whoever does these things * 

shall never be overthrown.    Refrain 

 Second Reading    1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than 

human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 

that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the 

source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Lector: The Word of the Lord.  

Response: Thanks be to God 
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♪♪  Sequence Hymn   

 

               Hymnal #656   Blest are the pure in heart                                                                              Franconia 

 
Holy Gospel  

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

 

 People’s Response before the Gospel Proclamation:      Glory to You, Lord Christ 

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then 

he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 

my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you." 
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People’s Response following the Gospel Proclamation: Praise to You, Lord Christ  

                                           

 

Sermon                                                                                                                  The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett 

 

The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP p. 851). 

 

We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer of all 

creation, as the source of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and community which are 

part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not say these words as some sort of litmus test 

but as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God with generations of Christians who have 

gone before us and with generations who will come after us.                                            

 

 

The Nicene Creed 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

 

Intercessor: As God’s beloved children, let us pray that the light of Christ shine on the nations, the church, and all 

those in need. 

  

A brief silence  

  

Intercessor: That the church may proclaim Christ crucified and announce your blessing on the poor in spirit, and 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. We pray for our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishops Mark, Bill 

and Arthur, our Bishop-elect Anne, and our Priest Debra.  Lord in your mercy,  

  

People: Hear our prayer  

  

Intercessor: That we treat the earth with reverence, honor its diverse nations and peoples, and share of its bountiful 

resources. Lord in your mercy,  

  

People: Hear our prayer  
 

Intercessor: That all government and civic leaders turn from self-interest and seek justice, kindness, and humility. 

We pray especially for President Biden and our state and local government. Lord in your mercy,  

  

People: Hear our prayer  

  

Intercessor: That you comfort those who mourn, those who are persecuted for their beliefs or convictions, and those 

who face anxiety or illness (especially…. David, Susan, Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, Patty, 

Tom, Danny, Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., Bill, Marsha, 

William, Mitchell, Bob, Kym, Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, Michelle, Chris D., Randy and Helen, 

Raymond, Katie, Robin,  Susan S., Judy, Richard and Joyce Metz,  Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, David, Karly, 

Christina, Eve & Katie, Rita, Donna C.,  Jim, Deidre, Chester, Janice, Ron, Eric, Bree, Phil, Laura, David, Jo, 

Gail,  David, Eve,  Janice,. Jordan, Scott, Vince, Frank, Allen, Nicole H., Ed, David, Doris, M. Jane, Jeannette and 

Jon, Jayne, Monica, Deborah, Roxanne, Betsy, Tom, Phil, Vernice, Denash, Dot, Joyce, Kevin and Laura G., 

Shelley K., the Galonski Family, the Ryan Family, the victims and families of the recent shootings – especially in 

California, the victims of the recent flooding in California, the people of Cambodia, especially those living in Prey 

Lang Forest. Lord in your mercy,  

  

People: Hear our prayer  

  

Intercessor: That you nourish us at your table, so that we may extend mercy to others and be makers of peace in our 

communities, families, and workplaces. Lord in your mercy,  

  

People: Hear our prayer  

  

Intercessor says: You may add other intercessions either silently or aloud. (A brief silence to allow for 

intercessions). Lord in your mercy,  

  

People: Hear our prayer  

  

Intercessor: In thanksgiving for all your blessed one, especially who gave their lives for the sake of the gospel, who 

now rejoice in heaven. We pray for all the faithful departed, let light perpetual shine upon them.  Lord in your 

mercy,  
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People: Hear our prayer  

  

Celebrant: Receive our prayers and hopes, God of mercy and justice for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 

savior the light of the world who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God now and forever. 

 

 People: Amen.  

 

Confession of Sin           

 

The celebrant says  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Minister and  People  

 
Most merciful God, 

We confess that we have sinned against you 

In thought, word and deed, 

By what we have done, 

And by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

Have mercy on us and forgive us; 

That we may delight in your will, 

And walk in your ways, 

To the glory of your Name. Amen. 

  
The Absolution  

 
The celebrant says  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen  
 

The Peace         “The Peace of Christ be always with you” 

 

      Response: “And also with you” 

 
Commemorative Prayers       

     The priest offers prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events.  
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The Holy Communion 

 
Everyone is welcome at God’s table. Please come forward for Holy Communion.  If you would like to receive a blessing 

rather than communion, please come forward to the altar and cross your arms across your chest. 

 

Offertory Sentence 
 

♪♪  Offertory Anthem 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                    

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant proceeds                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 
 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the 

knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

♪♪  Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy)                                                                                                 LEVAS II #256 
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The people stand or kneel. 

 

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 

Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 

the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 

you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
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they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 

things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and forever. Amen. 

The celebrant continues 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

    

People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. The following is then sung. 

 

Fraction Anthem                                                                                                                           WLP #876 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 

your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

♪♪  Communion Hymn   

        

 Hymnal #593     Lord, make us servants of your peace                                          Dickinson College 

 

 

 

 

 



21 

Postcommunion Prayer 

                                       

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed  us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

Announcements 

 

Epiphany Blessing 
 

May God the Father, who by Baptism adopts us as his children, grant you grace. Amen. 

 

May God the Son, who sanctified a home at Nazareth, fill you with love. Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, who has made the Church one family, keep you in peace. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sustainer, be upon you and remain with you 

for ever. Amen. 

 

♪♪  Recessional Hymn     

            Hymnal #438    Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!                                          Woodlands 

 

  

(Continues on next page) 
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Dismissal 

           Response:  Thanks be to God 

 

♪♪ Postlude   

Coming up at Church of Our Saviour:  

February 12, 2023—Souper Bowl of Caring 

Once again Church of Our Saviour will participate in the annual "Souper" Bowl of Caring leading up to the big 

football game on Sunday, February 2. This in-gathering of hearty canned soup and stew donations takes place 

annually around the country to remind us of the needs of others on a day that is more typically known for its over-

consumption. So please, if you can spare a few cans of soup, please bring them to the church on any of the 

remaining Sundays in January or on February 2. The collection will be given to the Friendly Pantry to feed our 

neighbors during the cold winter months. Thank you! 

 

February 22 – Ash Wednesday service at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Who is Serving This Week: 
 

Altar Guild: Deidre S-J, Colleen D. 

Lector: Kay S., Colleen D. 

Usher: Mike K., Kay S. 

Counters: Sue P., Kevin M. 

 

Altar Flowers and Candle for Sunday January 29, 2023 

 

Candle: Given to the glory of God. 

Flowers: Given to the glory of God. 

 

The list for dedications of the Altar Candle and Flowers for Sunday services  

for the year is posted in the foyer just inside the Crosby St. entrance. 
 

The 2023 sheets are now posted. Sign up for 2023 Flower and Candle dedications now.  

(Continues on next page) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
Holy 
Eucharist  
10:30 a.m. 

30 31 
Compline and 
Zoom Check-In 
at 8:00 p.m. via 
Zoom                 

1 2 3 
Winter 
Convocation
  

4 
AA at  
10:00 a.m. 
 
Winter 
Convocation 

5 
Holy 
Eucharist  
10:30 a.m. 

6 7 
Compline and 
Zoom Check-In 
at 8:00 p.m. via 
Zoom         
 
Property        
Committee 
 Meeting         

8 9 10 11 
AA at  
10:00 a.m. 
 
Absalom Jones 
Service Trinity 
Cathedral at 
11:00 a.m. 

12 
Holy 
Eucharist  
10:30 a.m. 
 
Souper Bowl 
of Caring 

13 14 
Compline and 
Zoom Check-In 
at 8:00 p.m. via 
Zoom                 

15 
Dinner on Us 
at 5:30 p.m. 

16 17 18 
AA at  
10:00 a.m. 

19 
Holy 
Eucharist  
10:30 a.m. 

20 21 
Compline and 
Zoom Check-In 
at 8:00 p.m. via 
Zoom                 

22 
Dinner on Us 
at 5:30 p.m. 

23 24 25 
AA at  
10:00 a.m. 

26 
Holy 
Eucharist  
10:30 a.m. 

27 28 
Compline and 
Zoom Check-In 
at 8:00 p.m. via 
Zoom                 

1 2 3 4 
AA at  
10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


