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Church of Our Saviour Episcopal 
471 Crosby Street 

Akron, Ohio, 44302 

330-535-9174 

 

 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  We 

are bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and relate to 

one another is very important to us.  Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you and invite you 

to make your place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is alive for everyone 

here regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, couples, partners and 

families of every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us in our diversity. 

 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of Our 

Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the gospel for 

all people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we strive to use all 

that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

Welcome, Guests 

If you are visiting this morning, we hope you will consider making   

Church of Our Saviour your church home.   
 

Land Acknowledgement 
 

We acknowledge the traditional and ancestral land of the Lenape (Delaware), Shawnee, Wyandot Miami, 

Ottawa, Potawatomi, and other Great Lakes people—the Chippewa, Kickapoo, Wea, Piankeshaw, and 

Kaskaskia—on which we worship today. We honor those who lived and worked on this land, and those who 

traveled the portage path between the Cuyahoga and Tuscarawas rivers. Church of Our Saviour occupies land 

ceded by the Treaty of Greenville of 1795. We recognize that colonialism and the oppression of Native peoples 

is a current and ongoing injustice, and we commit to build our awareness of our present participation. 
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Holy Eucharist 

Second Sunday of Advent  
Prelude                                                     

Ringing of the ‘Welcome’ Bell      

Processional Hymn       

Hymnal #59   Hark a thrilling voice is sounding                                         Merton                (see insert) 
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THE CANDLES OF ADVENT -                  

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: PEACE 

 

VOICE:  Last Sunday we lit the first candle in our Advent Wreath, the candle of hope.  We light it again as we 

remember that Christ will come again to fulfill all of God's promises to us. (A person lights the candle of hope.) 

 

VOICE:  The second candle of Advent is the Candle of Peace. Our hope is in God, and in his son Jesus Christ.  

Our peace is found in him.  We light this candle today to remind us that Christ brings peace to all who trust in 

him. (The second candle – the Candle of Peace is now lit.) 

 

We sing (choir and congregation): 

  O come, o come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes in Sinai’s height, 

          In ancient times didst give the law, in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

          Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!   

  

All standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  

  Amen.  

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

The following is sung, all standing 

   

  

 Hymn of Praise        Christ is coming: Prepare the way           LEVAS II #6          
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Salutation 

 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

 

People:       And also with you. 

 

Celebrant:  Let us pray 

 

Collect of the Day   

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of 

Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

 

First Reading 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the 

ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 

dwelling shall be glorious. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord.   

Response: Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 

Deus, judicium 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 

and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 

and the poor with justice; 

 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

and the little hills bring righteousness. 

 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.    Refrain 

 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

from one generation to another. 

 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

like showers that water the earth. 

 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.    Refrain 

18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 

who alone does wondrous deeds! 

 

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 

and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen. Amen.           Refrain 
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Second Reading 

Romans 15:4-13 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 

encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may 

with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 

Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 

written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

and sing praises to your name"; 

and again he says, 

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 

and again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him"; 

and again Isaiah says, 

"The root of Jesse shall come, 

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord.   

Response: Thanks be to God 

 

Sequence Hymn 

 

Hymnal #65   Prepare the way, O Zion                 Bereden vag for Herran 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                    

 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ According to Matthew.  

People’s Response before the Gospel Proclamation: Glory to You, Lord Christ 

Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 

wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 

Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume 

to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.” 

People’s Response following the Gospel Proclamation:  Praise to You, Lord Christ 
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The Sermon                                                                                                                The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett 

 

The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP p. 851). 

 

We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer of 

all creation, as the source of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and community 

which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not say these words as some sort of 

litmus test but as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God with generations of Christians 

who have gone before us and with generations who will come after us.                                            

 

Nicene Creed 
 

All stand. 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People  
 

Presider:  In hope and anticipation, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

 

A brief silence 

 

 Intercessor: Renew us in the covenant of your Son, O Holy One, and revive us by the outpouring of 

your Spirit, who leads us to wisdom, understanding, and faithfulness in you. We pray for our Presiding 

Bishop Michael, our Bishops Mark, Bill and Arthur, our Bishop-elect Anne, and our Priest Debra. Lord, 

in your mercy,   

 

People  Hear our prayer   

 

Intercessor: Establish harmony in all creation, that all living things may work according to your loving 

and generous purpose. Fill the earth with your goodness and glory. Lord, in your mercy,   

 

People  Hear our prayer   

  

Intercessor: Send your Spirit to those who hold power and authority among the nations. Lead them to 

tend to those who are poor and meek with your righteousness and justice. We pray for President Biden 

and our state and local government.   Lord, in your mercy,   

 

People  Hear our prayer   

  

Intercessor: By your word and your people encourage and give heart to those  

who have lost hope in the face of depression, disease, and death. Give them  

faith in your promises, (especially …. David, Susan, Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, 

Patty, Tom, Danny, Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., 

Bill, Marsha, William, Mitchell, Bob, Kym, Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, Michelle, Chris D., 

Randy and Helen, Raymond, Katie, Robin,  Susan S., Judy, Richard and Joyce Metz,  Hannah, Mary, 

Julie, Amy, David, Karly, Christina, Eve & Katie, Rita, Donna C.,  Jim, Deidre, Chester, Janice, Ron, 

Eric, Bree, Phil, Laura, David, Jo, Gail,  David, Eve,  Janice,. Jordan, Scott, Vince, Frank, Allen, Nicole 

H., Ed, David, Doris, M. Jane, Jeannette and Jon, Jayne, Monica, Deborah, Roxanne, Betsy, Angelique, 

Tom, Phil, the Galonski Family, the Ryan Family,  the victims and families of the recent shootings 

especially at the University of Virginia and Colorado,  the victims and families of the tornadoes in 

Alabama and Louisiana, the people of Cambodia, especially those living in Prey Lang Forest). A brief 

silence. Lord, in your mercy,   

 

People  Hear our prayer   

  

Intercessor: Bless this community of faith - a place of welcome and support. Feed and strengthen us by 

your gifts of grace, that we may continue to share them with others. Lord, in your mercy,   

 

People  Hear our prayer   

   

Intercessor: (You may add your intercessions silently or aloud.) Lord, in your mercy,   

 

People  Hear our prayer  
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Intercessor: You have gathered the saints into your holy and eternal presence. Make us steadfast in the 

faith until we all are made one in your new creation. We pray for all the faithful departed; let light 

perpetual shine upon them. Lord, in your mercy,   

 

People  Hear our prayer   

  

Celebrant: Almighty God, we entrust to you all for whom we pray, confident that you fulfill your promises 

through Christ our Savior and Lord.  

 

People: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

The Celebrant then says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People And also with you.  

 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Commemorative Prayers       
     The priest offers prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events.  
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Holy Communion 
 

Everyone is welcome at God’s table. Please come forward for Holy Communion.  If you would like to receive a 

blessing rather than communion, please come forward to the altar. 

The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.    Psalm 50:14 

Offertory Anthem                                               

Great Thanksgiving 

The people remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 

of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 

life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 

fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy)                                                                          LEVAS II #254 

 

 

(Continues on next page) 
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(Continues on next page) 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 

human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 

arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 

his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 

last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thyName, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 And the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. The following is then sung. 
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Fraction Anthem                                                                                                 WLP #876 

 

 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 

your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 



18 

Communion Hymn    
 

Hymnal #67      Comfort, comfort ye my people                                           Psalm 42 
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Post Communion Prayer 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Seasonal Blessing of Advent: 

 

May the Sun of righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing 

of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn   
   

Hymnal #616   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed           Es flog ein kleins Waldvogelein 

 

 

(Continues on next page) 
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Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude                                            

 
 

Reminder….. 

Please be sure to fill out a Christmas Flower Memorial Form and return it by December 16th with your 

donation. 

 
 

 

 

 

Vestry Nominations 

 

It is that time of the year when we will be nominating parish members to serve on the Vestry at the Annual 

Meeting in January.  The Vestry term is 3 years.  If you are interested or would like to nominate someone for 

this leadership position in the church, please contact Colleen Denholm, Jeannine Jones, or Asuama Yeboah-

Amankwah. 

 
In considering being a part of this ministry, here is some information about what it means to be on the Vestry.  

 

General Responsibilities for all Vestry Members 

 All vestry members should strive to the best of their abilities to: 

• Have a love of God and demonstrate a commitment to following the way of Christ; 

• Be active in and knowledgeable about the congregation, its programs and governance; 

• Be fair, interact well with people and strive to earn the respect of the members of the congregation; 

• Purposefully strive to “check one’s ego at the door;” 

• Purposefully strive to be a servant of the people without the need to be the “most important person” in the 

congregation or the need to be the one with the right answers to everything; 

• Have enthusiasm and vitality for this ministry. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Church+Choir&view=detailv2&&id=99F15F0007C2740D439EC0EB00FD9E6CBC87F7A6&selectedIndex=12&ccid=ua3q7Xc3&simid=608001347939143339&thid=OIP.Mb9adeaed7737b217143687dad5babb8fo0
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All vestry members should be able to make the following time commitments: 

• Vestry meetings, committee work; 

• Vestry retreat(s); 

• Weekly worship services  

• Congregational events: coffee hours, meals, fundraisers, adult education programs, etc.; 

• Diocesan meetings, as necessary; 

• Annual meeting. 

 

All vestry members are responsible for: 

• Offering talents to support the congregation’s ministry; 

• Praying daily for the rector, leaders and members of the congregation; 

• Pledging financial support early in the stewardship campaign; 

• Being active ministers of the Gospel in daily life and work; 

• Bringing one’s whole self to the table; being present – mind, body, and spirit; 

• Risking openness with one’s ideas, beliefs and desire 
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Advent Happenings in 2022 

Please join us for any of the following scheduled events during the Advent season at Church Of Our Saviour 
 

Sundays in Advent beginning November 27th  

Sunday Worship – every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. – Advent 1-4 – 11/27, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18 

Advent wreath making and coffee hour fellowship in the parish hall immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 

service 11/27 

Blue Christmas Service – Sunday December 4 at 4:00 p.m. A time for prayer and reflection acknowledging the 

sadness and anxiety many experience during this season of joyful expectation. 
 

Tuesdays in Advent beginning November 29
th

 at 7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. via zoom 

Advent series Joy Is Waiting For You. A series of discussions and reflections on the theme of Joy in the midst 

of Grief and Loss, Worry and Anxiety, Peace, and Joy. Stories, scripture and videos will be shared during the 

sessions. Each will end with compline  
 

Wednesdays in Advent beginning November 30
th

 and continuing the last two Wednesdays of December 

21
st
 & 28

th
  

 

Dinner on us community meal and Friendly Closet, Wednesday November 28, and December 21 and 28 
 

Mondays in Advent --Friendly Pantry, Monday November 28 and December 26 

 

UPCOMING AT CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR—December 18, JINGLE BELL BAKE-OFF 

 

Calling all bakers! On December 18 immediately following the service, the Jingle Bell Bake-off will return 

along with a visit from St Nicholas. 

 

In previous years, the bake-off has produced an explosion in creative baked goods to be auctioned on behalf of 

our outreach ministries. Anyone can enter a favorite baked dessert, cake, brownies, cookies or more with 

a Christmas theme. All are welcome! Stay tuned for more information. 

 

Greening of the Church – December 18 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER 
 

December 2—Beth Britton, December 4—Jeannine Jones, December 12—Katie Schwan,  December 28—

Jennifer Boswell, December 30—Marla Wood Kay, December 31—Grace Kay 

 

Who is Serving 

December 4 

Altar Guild:  Sue P., Vicki C. 

Lector: Kathi K., Susan K. 

Usher: Cindy M., Kathi K. 

Counter: Anne S., Jim N 


