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Church of Our Saviour Episcopal 
471 Crosby Street 

Akron, Ohio, 44302 

330-535-9174 

 

 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  We are 

bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and relate to one another 

is very important to us.  Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you and invite you to make your 

place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is alive for everyone here regardless of 

age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, couples, partners and families of every description 

that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us in our diversity. 

 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of Our 

Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the gospel for all 

people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we strive to use all that we 

have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Welcome, Guests 

 

If you are joining online for the first time this morning, we hope you will consider making Church of Our Saviour 

your church home during this period of transition. 
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Liturgy of the Word 

Festival of Lessons and Carols  

Christmas 1 

 
♪♪  Prelude 

 

Ringing of the “Welcome” Bell 

♪♪  Opening Hymn 

 

 Hymnal #102  “Once in Royal David’s City”                                              Irby 

  Vs. 1 and 2 – All sing 

  Vs. 3 – High voices  

  Vs. 4 – Low voices 

               Vs. 5 and 6 – All sing 

 

 
 

 

  



4 

Once in Royal David’s City 
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A Bidding Prayer 

Dear People of God: 

In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to 

Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him 

until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this church glad with our carols 

of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the 

Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city of Akron. 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and 

the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those 

who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly mother, and that whole multitude which no one can number, 

whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, 

on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

  

♪♪  The Invitatory Hymn  

 

 Hymnal #82 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                         Divinum mysterium 

 
  

(Continued on next page) 
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LESSON I Genesis 3:1-15   

  Adam and Eve rebel against God…  

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, 

"Did God say, `You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the 

fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, `You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows 

that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the 

woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 

to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 

Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 

loincloths for themselves. 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called 

to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 

of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 

from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman 

said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The LORD God said to the serpent, 
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"Because you have done this, 

cursed are you among all animals 

and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 

and dust you shall eat 

all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 

and you will strike his heel." 

 

♪♪   Hymnal #64  “O heavenly Word, Eternal Light”                       O Heiland, reiss 

 

 

  
LESSON II Genesis 22:15-18 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations   of the earth be blessed. 
 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By myself I have sworn, says 

the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I 

will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring 

shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for 

themselves, because you have obeyed my voice." 
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♪♪        Hymnal #72       Hark the glad sound!                                                          Richmond 

 
 

 

 
 

 

LESSON III Isaiah 9: 2;6-7 

  The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour 

 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 

on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 
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Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

 Hymnal # 65   Prepare the way O Zion                                                                    Berden vlog for Herran 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
LESSON IV Isaiah 11: 1-3a;4a;6-9 

   The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

With righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
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the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

♪♪        Hymnal #66 “Come, thou long expected Jesus”                                              Stuttgart  

 

  

 

LESSON V Luke 1:5-25  

   The angel Gabriel Salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. 

His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living 

blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because 

Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.   

 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the 

custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, 

the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at 

the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the 

angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 

son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be 

great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with 

the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah 
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he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, 

to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I 

am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 

and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my 

words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”   

 

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come 

out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to 

them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home.   

 

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what 

the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my 

people.”  
 

♪♪        Hymnal #265 “The angel Gabriel from heaven came”           Gabriel’s message 

 
  

 
 

 
 

(Continued on next page) 



12 

 
 

LESSON VI Luke 2:1-7  

  St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn.  

  

♪♪        Hymnal #115   “What child is this, who laid to rest”                      Greensleeves 

 

 

 
  

(Continued on next page) 
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LESSON VII Luke 2:8-20 

   The shepherds go to the manger. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 

said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,   

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”   
 

[When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
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words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, as it had been told them. ]  

  

♪♪  Hymnal #96  “Angels we have heard on high”                                            Gloria 
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LESSON VIII Matthew 2:1-12 

  “The wise men are led by the star to Jesus”. 

 

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 

asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come 

to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 

Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 

him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”   
 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 

until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned 

in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.   

 

 

♪♪         Hymnal #128    “We three kings of orient are”                                                     Three Kings of Orient 

 

 

 

 

  

(Continued on next page) 
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 LESSON IX John 1:1-18 

   The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.   
 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He 

was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 

his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but 

of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

son, full of grace and truth.   
 

(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because 

he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through 

Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to 

the Father’s heart, who has made him known.   

 

♪♪         Hymnal #109    The first Nowell                                                                                    The First Nowell  

 

(Continued on next page) 
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 Prayers of the People  

Intercessor: The Prayers of the People are found below. 

 

Intercessor: Rejoicing in the light of Christ that shines upon us, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

 

A brief silence 

 

Intercessor: Blessed are you, O God, for the salvation revealed in the face of Christ. Reveal the glory of your loving 

presence in our congregation and fill our hearts with songs of your praise. We pray for our Presiding Bishop, Michael, 

our Bishops Mark, Bill and Arthur, and our Priest Debra in their proclamation of the Gospel. Hear us,      O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Blessed are you for the earth that brings forth new life in due season. We give you thanks and praise Hear 

us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Blessed are you for the hope you send among the nations. Stir leaders to act with righteousness and peace, 

that nations will see your glory. We pray for peace in the world. We pray for President Biden and our state and local 

government. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Blessed are you for coming to us in our weakness. Shower healing and hope on all for whom the future 

seems to hold more threat than promise, the discouraged, the weary, and the sick, especially David, Pam, Susan, Joe, 

Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, Patty, Tom, Danny, Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, Norma, 

Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., Marilyn M., Bill, Marsha, Roger, William, Mitchell, Bob, Kym, Kelly, 

Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, Michelle, Chris D., Randy and Helen, Raymond, Katie, Robin,  Susan S., Judy, 

Richard and Joyce Metz,  Shirley W.,  Sandy,  Ramon, Tim, Dianne, Nakiim, Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, David, 

Karly, Christina, Jeff, Richard D., Tammy,  David S., Michael D., Eve & Katie, Rita, Donna C, Seti,  Jim, Deidre, 

Chester, Janice, Ron, Eric, Karla, Bree, Phil, Fred,  Laura, Nancy G., David, Jo, Jim, Harold & Claudette, Gail,  

Diante, David, Eve,  Janice, Judith D., Shawn,  Christopher, Lisa,  Jordan, Scott, Vince, Frank, Allen,  Susan TB., 

Nicole H., Ed, the Palm family, the Gonel and Severe family, David, Gerald, Jim E, Courtney, Doris, the victims and 

families of the recent school shooting in Michigan,  the victims and families of the recent tornadoes, the people of 

Haiti, the people of Afghanistan,  and the people of Cambodia especially those living in Prey Lang Forest. Hear us, 

O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 



19 

Intercessor: Blessed are you for the children in our midst. Raise up for them faithful families, mentors, guides, and 

teachers, make them joyous. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Bring comfort and grace to all those affected by the COVID-19 contagion, especially parents of children 

home from school, people dependent on food pantries, the homeless, students & teachers, health care workers & first 

responders, daycare workers and funeral directors. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Blessed are you as you watch over all those serving in the military. May they feel your peace and 

protection. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We pray for all seminarians as they continue their discernment toward ordination, especially Marla. Hear 

us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor says: You may add other intercessions either silently or aloud. (A brief silence to allow for intercessions). 

Hear us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Blessed are you for the saints. Keep us in communion with them until we receive our inheritance with 

them in light. We pray for all the faithful departed; let light perpetual shine upon them. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Celebrant: Hear the hopes and prayers of our hearts, O God, and magnify our joy at the birth of your light among us, 

Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin     

 

The Presider says 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
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have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen 

                                                           

The Absolution 
 

The priest says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

 

The Peace         “The Peace of Christ be always with you” 
 

      Response: “And also with you” 

 

Commemorative Prayers    
  

The priest offers prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events 

Announcements   

The Lord’s Prayer   
  

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thyName, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 And the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Seasonal Blessing of Christmas 

 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature 

upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness 

of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.  Amen. 

  

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of 

the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of 

the Gospel.         Amen. 

  

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to 

earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and favor.  Amen. 

  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn  Hymnal #100     Joy to the world!                                                                                  Antioch 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Dismissal 

 

 Response:  Thanks be to God 
  

Postlude     

 

Today’s Lectors:  Colleen D., John M., Kathi K., Susan K., Jennifer B., Chris M., Jeannine Jones., Mickey M., 

Peter W. 

 

Birthdays This Week: 

 

December 28—Jennifer Boswell, December 30—Marla Wood Kay, December 31—Grace Kay 
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