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Church of Our Saviour Episcopal 
471 Crosby Street 

Akron, Ohio, 44302 

330-535-9174 

 

 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  We 

are bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and relate to 

one another is very important to us.  Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you and invite 

you to make your place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is alive for 

everyone here regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, couples, partners 

and families of every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us in our diversity. 

 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of 

Our Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the 

gospel for all people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we strive 

to use all that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

Welcome, Guests 

 

 

If you are joining us online for the first time this afternoon, we hope you will consider making Church of Our 

Saviour your church home during this period of suspended in-person worship. 
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Liturgy of the Word 

 
The Vigil of the Feast of the Nativity of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Christmas Eve 
  

 
 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours. We are a part of the Anglican Communion. We are bound 

together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and relate to one another 

is very important to us. Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you and invite you to make your 

place with us. Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours. God is alive for everyone here regardless 

of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history. Join singles, couples, partners and families of every 

description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us in our diversity. 

  

Everything you will need to participate in this service is included in this afternoon’s bulletin. 
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Eucharist – Rite II 

Prelude 

 

Ringing of the “Welcome” Bell 
 

Processional Hymn 

 Hymnal #83   O come, all ye faithful (vs. 1,2,3,6)                                                Adeste Fidelis 
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The Word of God 

Opening Acclamation 

 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

People:   And blessed be God’s kingdom now and forever. 

 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from who no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

Hymn of Praise 

 Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night,  

 and the mountains in reply, echoing their brave delight.  

 Glo-ria in excelsis Deo.   Glo-ria in excelsis Deo.     

  

The Collect of the Day  

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you 

 

People:   And also with you 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray 

 

Celebrant: O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant 

that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when 

he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 

People:  Amen. 

 

Celebrant: We will now have the reading of the lessons. 
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The Lessons 

 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (9:2-7) 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- on 

them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 

with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 

their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the 

tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been 

born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named. 

 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 

this. 

  

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  

Psalm 96  (said) 

  

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

  

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

  

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *   

He is more to be feared than all gods. 

  

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *   

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

  

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *    

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

 

 7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples;  *   

ascribe to the LORD honor and  power. 

  

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

  

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

     let the whole earth tremble before him. 
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10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 

      he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;  

 he will judge the peoples with equity." 

  

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

      let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

  

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

       before the LORD when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

  

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 
  

Reader: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus (2:11-14) 

 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, 

and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope 

and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that 

he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

  

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

The Gospel Procession 

 

The Sequence Hymn   

 

 Hymnal #110   “The snow lay on the ground”                                         Venite adoremus 
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The  Gospel 

 

Priest: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2:1-20) 

  

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn. 

  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 

said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors!" 

 Priest: The Holy Gospel of the Lord  

 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
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The Story of the Nativity  

 

Based on the Gospels of Luke and Matthew and the Lyrics of “Mary Did You Know?” By Mark Lowry and 

Buddy Greene 

Scene 1: The Kay Household 

Narrator / Joseph: Andrew or Martin 

Archangel: Andrew or Martin 

Mary: Grace 

Narrator/Joseph: God sent one of his angels to Nazareth to visit Mary.  She was engaged to me. 

Archangel: Don’t be afraid, Mary. God has chosen you to do something wonderful! You will have a baby boy 

and his name will be Jesus. 

Mary: But how can this be? I am not married yet. 

Archangel: God’s Holy spirit will make it possible.  Your son will be called holy and the Son of God. 

“Mary, do you know that your baby boy  

Will one day walk on water? 

Mary, do you know that your baby boy 

Will save your sons and daughters? 

Do you know that your baby boy 

Will come to make you new?” 

Mary: I will do what God wants me to do. 

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Narrator/Joseph: In those days the emperor Agustus ordered that everyone should go back to their hometown 

to be counted.  Since I was of the House of David, I took Mary to the city of Bethlehem to be counted.  It was a 

long hard trip and by the time we arrived, Mary was ready to have her baby.  Since all the rooms were full and 

there was nowhere else to stay, a kind innkeeper let us stay in his stable.  It was safe, warm and dry.  Mary had 

her baby boy that night and we wrapped him in a warm blanket and laid him in a manger. 

 Mary should pick up the baby, and she and Joseph should wrap him in a blanket and lay him in the manger. 

During the next narration, Mary should pick up the baby, cradle him. Joseph should stay and cuddle the baby, 

too. 

Archangel: 

“Mary, do you know that your baby boy 
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Will give sight to a blind man? 

Mary, do you know that your baby boy 

Will calm a storm with His hand? 

Do you know that your baby boy 

Has walked where angels trod, 

And when you kiss your little baby 

You kiss the face of God?” 

Mary should kiss the baby.  

Hymn: What Child is this? 

 

Scene 2: Yeboah-Amankwah Household 

 Narrator / Magi: Emma 

Archangel: David 

Narrator/ Magi: In that area, the shepherds were living in the field and watching their flock of sheep at night. 

Suddenly, an angel stood in front of them and the glory of the Lord shone around them.   They were terrified. 

Archangel: Don’t be afraid! Listen! I have great news for you! A savior was born tonight in Bethlehem. He is 

the Messiah, the Lord.  God sent him to be for all of the people!  You will find him wrapped in a blanket and 

lying in a manger. 

Narrator /Magi: Suddenly, there were many angels praising God and saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven 

and peace on earth.” 

“The blind will see, the deaf will hear, 

The dead will live again, 

The lame will leap, the mute will speak 

The praises of the Lamb!”  

Hymn: Angels We have Heard on High            

Narrator/ Magi: The shepherds decided to go to Bethlehem to see the baby.  They went quickly and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger, just like the angel said.  They were amazed!  They praised 

God for all that they had heard and seen. When they returned, they told everyone that they met about these 

wonderful things.   
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Archangel: 

“Mary, do you know that this baby boy  

Is Lord of all creation? 

Do you know that this baby boy 

Will one day rule the nations? 

Do you know that this baby boy 

Is Heaven’s perfect Lamb, 

And this sleeping Child  

Is the great I AM?” 

Hymn: Away in a Manger or Once in Royal David’s City 

Narrator / Magi: In the East, the we saw a new star rising.  We knew that it was a special sign because we had 

read the prophets.  My friends and I decided to go look for baby who was the Messiah, and we set out, 

following the star.   Along the way, we stopped to see King Herod and we asked him, “Where is the child who 

has been born King of the Jews?” This scared Herod because he wanted to be the only king.  He asked the us to 

find the baby for him. 

We set out again, still following the star, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When we found 

him, we were overjoyed! We knelt before the baby and honored him, then opened our treasure chests and gave 

him precious gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   

Hymn: We Three Kings. 

Narrator /Magi: Then, we were warned in a dream not to return to Herod because he planned to harm the 

child.  We returned to our own country on a different road. 

Scene 3: Everybody! 

Everyone: Look at the amazing thing that God has done! Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people 

on Earth! 

Hymn: Go Tell it on the Mountain or Joy to the World     

Announcemants 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Said) 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,  
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and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us,  

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil  

for thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Christmas Blessing 

  

Celebrant: May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 

scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

Celebrant: May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 

and make you heralds of the Gospel. 

 

People:  Amen. 

 

Celebrant:  May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 

peace and favor. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

Celebrant: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn    Hymnal #87   Hark! the herald angels sing                                                            Mendelssohn 
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Dismissal 

 

Postlude 

 

Participants in today’s Liturgy 

  

Readers: Andrew K, Martin K., Grace K., Emma Y-A, David Y-A. 

Church of Our Saviour Choir Members 

 

 

                                    

 


