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We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  We 

are bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and relate to 

one another is very important to us.  Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you and invite you 

to make your place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is alive for everyone 

here regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, couples, partners and 

families of every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us in our diversity. 

 
 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of Our 

Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the gospel for 

all people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we strive to use all 

that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen 
 

 

Welcome, Guests 

 

If you are joining us online for the first time this morning, we hope you will consider making Church of Our 

Saviour your church home during this period of suspended  

in-person worship. 
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Liturgy of the Word 

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

 Christmas Day 

Prelude     

 

Ringing of the Welcoming Bell 

 

Opening Hymn    

 

Hymnal #106    Christians awake, salute the happy morn         Yorkshire 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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The Word of God 

 

Opening Acclamation 

 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

People:   And blessed be God’s kingdom now and forever.  Amen 

 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise   Hymnal # 96    Angels we have heard on high                        Gloria 

 First verse and chorus 
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you 

 

People: And also with you 

 

Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be 

born this day of a pure virgin; Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children 

by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. 

 

People:  Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (52:7-10) 

 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

who announces salvation, 

who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 

the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 

you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 98 

 

 
 

Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory.     Refrain 

 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. Refrain 

 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

 

    7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

        shout with joy before the King, the LORD.   Refrain 

 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity.     Refrain 
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Reader: A Reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12) 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 

worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all 

things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 

excellent than theirs. 

[For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

"You are my Son; 

today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 

"I will be his Father, 

and he will be my Son"? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

"Let all God's angels worship him." 

Of the angels he says, 

"He makes his angels winds, 

and his servants flames of fire." 

But of the Son he says, 

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 

And, 

"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 

they will all wear out like clothing; 

like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be cha 

nged. 

But you are the same, 

and your years will never end."] 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn    

 

Hymnal # 94      While shepherds watched their flocks by night      Cradle Song 

 

 

 

 
 

The Holy Gospel 

 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:1-14) 

 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 

all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came 

to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 

son, full of grace and truth. 

 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of the Lord  

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

The Sermon:                                                                                                           The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett 

 

The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP p. 851). 
 

We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer of 

all creation, as the source of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and community 

which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not say these words as some sort 

of litmus test but as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God with generations of 

Christians who have gone before us and with generations who will come after us. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People  

 

Intercessor: Filled with wonder and joy that God’s gift of grace has been given in the Son Born for us, let us 

pray for the church, the good creation, and the needs of all. 

 

A brief silence 

 

Intercessor: You have come to dwell with us and in baptism you give us power to become your children. Send 

out your church to embody your saving presence; and bless our presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishops Mark, 

Bill and Arthur, and our Priest Debra in their proclamation in a world yearning for peace. Hear us        O God, 

 

People: for your mercy is great. 

 

Intercessor: You called all things into being and created us to be stewards of life on earth. Restore your creation, 

that the universe may praise your name. Hear us, O God, 

People: for your mercy is great. 

 

Intercessor: You give light to all the ends of the earth. Deliver those in the darkness of war, poverty, and 

oppression. Strengthen those who work for justice, human rights, and the welfare of children.  We pray for 

president Biden and our state and local government. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: for your mercy is great. 

 

Intercessor: You send hope to the suffering. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, grieving, in prison, or destitute.  

(especially especially David, Pam, Susan, Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, Patty, Tom, Danny, 

Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., Marilyn M., Bill, Marsha, 

Roger, William, Mitchell, Bob, Kym, Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, Michelle, Chris D., Randy and 

Helen, Raymond, Katie, Robin,  Susan S., Judy, Richard and Joyce Metz,  Shirley W.,  Sandy,  Ramon, Tim, 

Dianne, Nakiim, Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, David, Karly, Christina, Jeff, Richard D., Tammy,  David S., 

Michael D., Eve & Katie, Rita, Donna C, Seti,  Jim, Deidre, Chester, Janice, Ron, Eric, Karla, Bree, Phil, Fred,  

Laura, Nancy G., David, Jo, Jim, Harold & Claudette, Gail,  Diante, David, Eve,  Janice, Judith D., Shawn,  

Christopher, Lisa,  Jordan, Scott, Vince, Frank, Allen,  Susan TB., Nicole H., Ed, the Palm family, the Dabney 

and Williams families, the Gonel and Severe family, David, Gerald, Jim E, Courtney, Doris, the victims and 

families of the recent school shooting in Michigan,  the victims and families of the recent tornadoes, the people 

of Haiti, the people of Afghanistan,  and the people of Cambodia especially those living in Prey Lang Forest.).  

Sustain those who are dying or caring for others. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: for your mercy is great. 

 

Intercessor:  Bring comfort and grace to all those affected by the COVID-19 contagion, especially parents of 

children home from school, people dependent on food pantries, the homeless, the unemployed, students & 

teachers, health care workers & first responders, daycare workers and funeral directors, especially Mo and 

Rita. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We pray for all seminarians as they continue their discernment toward ordination, especially Marla. 

Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 
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Intercessor: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, that they will be safe and may know 

the peace that only you can give. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: You guide this congregation in serving the neighbor. Make us generous givers of your loving-

kindness, and prosper the ministries of this and every congregation, that your goodness may shine in and beyond 

this community. Hear us, O God, 

 

People: for your mercy is great. 

 
Intercessor: (You may add other intercessions - silently or aloud), Hear us, O God, 

 

People: for your mercy is great. 

 

Intercessor: You have shown us your glory, full of grace and truth. We give thanks for those saints who have 

testified to the light in every generation. We pray for the faithful departed. Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Hear us, O God, 

 

People: for your mercy is great. 

 

Celebrant: Into the manger of your love, holy God, we lay our prayers, trusting in your promise made known 

to us in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

The Celebrant then says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

 

The Priest stands and says 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 

all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

 

Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:       And also with you. 

 

    

The Lord’s Prayer (Said)    

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

     

 

Christmas Blessing 

 

Presider: May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 

season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 

People: Amen. 

 

Presider May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 

and make you heralds of the Gospel.  

People:  Amen. 

 

Presider:  May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 

peace and favor. 

People: Amen. 

 

Presider: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever. 

People: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn   Hymnal # 99    Go tell it on the mountain    Go Tell It on the Mountain 
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Dismissal 

 

Presider: Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude      

 

Who is Serving Today: 

 

Lectors: Jennifer B., Chris M. 

Church of Our Saviour Choir 

 

 


