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The church is dark, so or partially so, then the service is to begin. 

 

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words 

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Officiant then says, 

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid No one 

lights a lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for 

everyone in the house. And you, like the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men 

so that they may see the good you do, and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  

Matthew 5:14-16 

 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the 

brightness of the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you 

enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the 

brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Preces                                                                            Hymnal S-58 

 

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us. 

People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

As the candles are lit the choir will sing  The Evening Hymn                     Thomas Tallis 
 

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron                                                              Hymnal S-60 

 

O gracious light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
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Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

 
Psalm 46                                         Anglican Chant                            Sung by the Choir 
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Gloria Patri    
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson: 1 Maccabees 2:29-43 

 
 
At that time many who were seeking righteousness and justice went down to the 

wilderness to live there, they, their sons, their wives, and their livestock, because 

troubles pressed heavily upon them. 
 
And it was reported to the king’s officers, and to 

the troops in Jerusalem the city of David, that those who had rejected the king’s 

command had gone down to the hiding places in the wilderness. 
 
Many pursued them, 

and overtook them; they encamped opposite them and prepared for battle against them 

on the sabbath day. 
 
They said to them, “Enough of this! Come out and do what the king 
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commands, and you will live.” 
 
But they said, “We will not come out, nor will we do 

what the king commands and so profane the sabbath day.” 
 
Then the enemy

[a]
 quickly 

attacked them. 
 
But they did not answer them or hurl a stone at them or block up their 

hiding places, 
 
for they said, “Let us all die in our innocence; heaven and earth testify for 

us that you are killing us unjustly.” 
3
So they attacked them on the sabbath, and they 

died, with their wives and children and livestock, to the number of a thousand persons. 
 
When Mattathias and his friends learned of it, they mourned for them deeply. 

 
And all 

said to their neighbors: “If we all do as our kindred have done and refuse to fight with 

the Gentiles for our lives and for our ordinances, they will quickly destroy us from the 

earth.” 
 
So they made this decision that day: “Let us fight against anyone who comes to 

attack us on the sabbath day; let us not all die as our kindred died in their hiding places.” 
 
Then there united with them a company of Hasideans, mighty warriors of Israel, all who 

offered themselves willingly for the law. 
 
And all who became fugitives to escape their 

troubles joined them and reinforced them. 

 
 
Now the days drew near for Mattathias to die, and he said to his sons: “Arrogance and 

scorn have now become strong; it is a time of ruin and furious anger. 
 
Now, my children, 

show zeal for the law, and give your lives for the covenant of our ancestors. 

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God 
 

Magnificat                       Canticle 15                                                             S-242 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

   for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

   the Almighty has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his Name.  

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

   in every generation.  

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

   he has scattered the proud in their conceit.  

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

   and has lifted up the lowly.  

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

   and the rich he has sent away empty.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Maccabees+2%3A29-43%2C1+Maccabees+2%3A49-50&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-34142a
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He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

   for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

   to Abraham and his children for ever.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

The Second Lesson --  A reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
 

Luke 16:1-13 

 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 

were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him 

and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you? Give me an account of your 

management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.” Then the manager said to 

himself, “What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am 

not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, 

when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” So, 

summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much do you owe 

my master?” He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, “Take your 

bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, “And how much do 

you owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill 

and make it eighty.” And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had 

acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 

generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 

means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the 

eternal homes. 

 

‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in 

a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the 

dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been 

faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can 

serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ 

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God  
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Nunc Dimittis                   Canticle 17                                                                 S-254 
 

Lord, you now have set your servant free 

to go in peace as you have promised. 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, 

whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, 

And the glory of your people in Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

         

Apostles Creed                                                                                              monotone 

                                                                                          

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth;  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

    born of the Virgin Mary,  

    suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

    was crucified, dead, and buried.  

    He descended into hell.  

    The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven,  

    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost,  

    the holy catholic Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins,  

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Salutation                                                                                                    Hymnal S-62 
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Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Officiant: Let us pray. 
 

Lord's Prayer                                                                                                   monotone                                                   

  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.                                                                           

 

Suffrages B                                                                                                                 S-64 

 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

People: We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

People: We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

People: We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

People: We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the 
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great judgment seat of Christ, 

People: We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

People: We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

The Collect of The Day 

 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so 

to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever 

hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Collects (chanted)  

 

A Collect for Sundays 

 

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and 

prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given 

thanks for his resurrection, may praise you in that City of which he is the light and 

where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen 

A Collect for Peace 

 

A Collect for Peace 

 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: 

Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may 

be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our 

Savior. Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ 

 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in 

the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed 

in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen 
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Officiant then says,  
 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 

your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 

weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all 

for your love's sake. Amen. 
 

Anthem     Bright Mansions Above                                                              Roland Carter         

 

Prayer of St. John Chrysostom                                                                      BCP p. 126 

 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill  now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us: granting us in 

this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Versicle                                                                                                             S-65 

 

 
The officiant then concludes…. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the lofe of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen 

 

Closing Hymn 

 

Hymnal #24    The day thou gavest                                                    St. Clement  
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