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Sixth Sunday in Easter  

(Rogation Sunday)  

  

  

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you...You did not 

choose me but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 

last” John 15:9-17  

 
 

Church of Our Saviour  
 

“Our Mission: to live out the gospel by transforming lives and neighborhoods in partnership, with 

innovation, and with compassion.” 

 

 

May 9, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 
 

The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett, Rector 

Peter Wright, Choir Director 

Michael McGroarty, Musician 
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Church of Our Saviour Episcopal 
471 Crosby Street 

Akron, Ohio, 44302 

330-535-9174 

 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  

We are bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and 

relate to one another is very important to us. Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you 

and invite you to make your place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is 

alive for everyone here regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, 

couples, partners and families of every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us 

in our diversity. 

 

 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of 

Our Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the 

gospel for all people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we 

strive to use all that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.   

Amen 

 

Welcome, Guests 

 

If you are joining us online for the first time this morning, we hope you will consider making Church of 

Our Saviour your church home during this period of suspended in-person worship. 
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Liturgy of the Word, Rite II 

Sixth Sunday in Easter 

♪♪ Prelude:   

Ringing of the “Welcome” Bell  

 

♪♪ Opening Hymn  

 

Hymnal #412        Earth and all stars                                                                Earth and All Stars 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Liturgy of the Word 

 

Opening Acclamation 

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

 

People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

♪♪ Gloria in excelsis                                                       S-280 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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The Collect of the Day      

 

Presider: The Lord be with you 

 

People:       And also with you 

 

Presider:  Let us pray. 

 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 

into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

First Reading         Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 

out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 

said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 

him to stay for several days.           

Lector: The Word of the Lord  

   

Response: Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 98   

 

 
 

Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory.         Refrain 

 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.      Refrain 

 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the LORD.        Refrain 

 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 
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10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity.          Refrain 

Second Reading                1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 

parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 

his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 

victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water 

and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 Lector: The Word of the Lord  

 

Response: Thanks be to God 
 

    

♪♪ Sequence Hymn       

 

 LEVAS II #12        Come we that love the Lord                                          Robert S. Lowry 

 

 

 
 (Continued on next page) 
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Holy Gospel – The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John  

 John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 

than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but 

I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that 

will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another.” 

People’s Response before the Gospel Proclamation: Glory to You, Lord Christ 

 

People’s Response following the Gospel Proclamation:  Praise to You, Lord Christ   

 

Alleluia Verse— Alleluia Verse—WLP #784 (Refrain, sung twice) 

 

 

  

(Continued on next page) 
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The Sermon                                                                                            The Rev. Debra Q Bennett 

 

The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP p. 851). 

 

We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer 

of all creation, as the source of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and 

community which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not say these 

words as some sort of litmus test but as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God 

with generations of Christians who have gone before us and with generations who will come after us. 

 

 

The Nicene Creed 

        

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
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and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

                                                                                  

Prayers of the People 

 

Intercessor: Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for 

the church, the world and all people in need. 

(A brief silence) 

Intercessor: O God, our temple, we pray for the whole church and all of its leaders. We pray especially for 

our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishops Mark, Bill and Arthur and our Priest Debra in their 

proclamation of the gospel. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: O God, our water of life, we pray for this fragile earth our island home; for all creatures and 

all places that need to be made well. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: O God, our advocate, we pray for nations broken by violence, world leaders, peacemakers, and 

for all those who daily live in fear. We especially pray for President Biden, our federal, state and local 

government, and all those who serve in the military. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: O God, our healer, we pray for all who are lonely; for all who are hurting; and for all who are 

ill (especially … Christopher, David, Pam, Susan, Christine, Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, 

Patricia, Patty, Tom, Danny, Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, 

Nancy R., Marilyn M., Bill, Marsha, Roger, William, Mitchell., Bob, Kym,  Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, 

Virginia, Michelle, Chris D., Randy and Helen, Raymond, Katie, Robin,  Fred, Susan S., Judy, Richard and 

Joyce Metz,  Shirley W.,  Sandy, Ramon, Jessica, Tim, Dianne, Kylie,  Nakiim, The Merton 

Family, Nancy, Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, David, Karly, Christina, Jeff, Richard D., Tammy, David S., 

Michael D., Scott, Karen, Eve & Katie, Rita, Donna C, Seti, Jim, Joseph, Deidre, Dot, Beth, Jim E., Larry,  

Chester, Janice, Ron, Eric, Karla, Tana, Carol, Bree, Roxy,  Phil, Fred; Natalie, Kerry, Pam and Wendy, 

Cynthia, Laura,  Nancy G.,  David, Jill, Rick, Jim, Harold & Claudette, Kathi & Cindy, the Jones Family, 

Gail, Diante, David, Eve, the people of Cambodia especially those living in Prey Lang Forest,  and the 

families and victims of the recent mass shootings). Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 
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Intercessor:  Bring comfort and grace to all those affected by the COVID-19 contagion, especially parents 

of children home from school, people dependent on food pantries, the homeless, the unemployed, students 

& teachers, health care workers & first responders, daycare workers and funeral directors, especially Mo 

and Rita. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We pray for our seminarians Megan and Jon and all seminarians as they continue their 

discernment toward ordination. Hear us, O God,  

 People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: O God, our tree of life, we pray for our congregation and neighborhood; for all who hunger 

for your fruit; for all who are starving; for all who are spiritually empty. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: You may offer other intercessions silently or aloud. (A brief silence) Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: O God, our light in the darkness, we remember with thanksgiving all those who have guided 

us in the faith, especially our mothers, and those who have been like mothers to us. We pray for all the 

faithful departed, let light perpetual shine upon them. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Celebrant: O God, we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your abundant mercy, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Peace         “The Peace of Christ be always with you” 

 

      Response: “And also with you” 
 
 

Commemorative Prayers       

   The priest offers prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events 

 

Announcements 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  
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as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Hymn after the Lord’s Prayer                  Faith Of Our Mothers                            sung by Peter Wright 

 

A Prayer for Mother’s Day* 

 

On this Mother’s Day, we give thanks to God for the divine gift of motherhood in all its diverse forms. Let 

us pray for all the mothers among us today; for our own mothers, those living and those who  have passed 

away; for the mothers who loved us and for those who fell short of loving us fully; for all who hope to be 

mothers someday and for those whose hope to have children has been frustrated; for all mothers who have 

lost children; for all women and men who have mothered others in any way – those who have been our 

substitute mothers and we who have done so for those in need; and for the earth that bore us and provides 

us with our sustenance. We pray this all in the name of God, our great and loving Mother. Amen. 

 

 

 

Seasonal Blessing of Easter 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son 

our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy 

and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring 

you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Mother’s Day Prayer by The Rev. Leslie Nipps appears in  Women’s Uncommon Prayer: Our Lives, 

Revealed, Nurtured, Celebrated 
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♪♪Closing Hymn    

  

 Hymnal # 593     Lord, make  us servants of your peace                                      Dickinson College 
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Dismissal 

 

 Response: Thanks be to God 

 

♪♪Postlude    

 

Today’s Readers: Jeannine J. & John M. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK… May 9—Mike Smith. May 10—John F. Meyers, May 13—Bill Britton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


