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Akron, Ohio, 44303 

330-535-9174 

 

 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  We are bound 

together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and relate to one another is very 

important to us.  Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you and invite you to make your place with us.  

Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is alive for everyone here regardless of age, race, gender, 

sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, couples, partners and families of every description that make up our 

community of faith. Rejoice with us in our diversity. 

 

 

 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of Our Saviour 

be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the gospel for all people. Grant 

that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we strive to use all that we have and all that we 

are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

 

 

Welcome, Guests 

If you are joining us in this Zoom, we hope you will consider making Church of Our Saviour your church home, during 

this period of suspended in-person worship. 
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About The Great Vigil of Easter 

 

Welcome to Church of Our Saviour. We gather in the darkness of the night on which Jesus rose from the dead. 

Traditionally the service has four parts. Tonight, however, due to the COVID-19 Contagion we will be offering three of 

the four parts for the Liturgy of the Word. The sections below give a brief explanation of each of the four parts. 

 

The Service of Light 

 

We gather to kindle a fire to drive away the darkness, and from the new fire a large candle is lighted, called the paschal 

candle. As it is carried into the midst of our assembly the deacon sings out “The light of Christ,” and we respond “Thanks 

be to God.” The Presider sings the ancient hymn known as the Exsultet, which praises God for this night in which the 

ancient people of Israel were delivered from Egypt at the Red Sea, in which Christ rose from the dead, and in which we 

are baptized into his death and resurrection. 

 

The Vigil 

 

We then settle down and read a number of passages from the Old Testament which cover the major events of salvation 

history. After each reading we sing a psalm or hymn and stand as one of the ministers leads us in a prayer which relates 

the reading to our salvation and our Baptism. 

 

Baptism and Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

 

By reminding us of our sacred story, the readings have reaffirmed our identity as the people of God, the Body of Christ. 

Now we renew the promises of Baptism, by which the church gave birth to us as members by water and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Holy Eucharist 

 

This is the Eucharist of the year—the one of which all our other Eucharists are repetitions. In sign and sacrament, holy 

story and song, the dying and rising of Jesus in the midst of his people is once again realized. Sharing in the holy gifts of 

the altar, we find ourselves made one with Christ and rejoice in this foretaste of the glory of God’s Kingdom. In this 

Eucharist, Paul reminds us that in Baptism we have died with Christ in order that we may be raised with him, and we 

hear Matthew’s account of the empty tomb, when the women were given assurance of the resurrection and told “Do not 

be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; he has been raised, as he said.” 
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The Liturgy of the Word, Rite II 

The Great Vigil of Easter 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

In the darkness, fire is kindled. The Presider says 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites 

her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, 

by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

The Presider says 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and 

grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival 

of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire and the flame is passed candle by candle to the 

congregation, and the Presider bearing the Candle, leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing 

        

The Exsultet 

The Cantor sings the Exsultet 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 

 

and let your trumpets shout Salvation 

 

for the victory of our mighty King. 

 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 

 

bright with a glorious splendor, 

 

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 

 

and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 

 

resound with the praises of your people. 
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All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, 

 

pray with me to God the Almighty 

 

for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 

 

through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 

 

who lives and reigns with him, 

 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Presider: The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise 

 

The Cantor continues 
 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, 

almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at 

the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the 

Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness 

of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you 

gave a Son. 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and 

joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.  

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to drive 

away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light to 

all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

People: Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Word 

The Presider introduces the Scripture readings, saying 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that our 

God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

The Creation                                                       Genesis 1:1-2:4a  

Lector:  The Creation. A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 

face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 

and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let there 

be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated 

the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered 

together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 

were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth 

brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And 

God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. And God said, “Let there be 

lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 

and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two 

great lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. God set them in the 

dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God said, 

“Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So 

God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, 

and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 

and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the 

fifth day. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild 

animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle 

of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, 

“Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing 

that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 

it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon 

the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 

with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And 

it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day 

God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God 

blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These 

are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
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Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 136: 1-9, 23-26 (Simplified Anglican Chant)  

 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

     for his mercy endures for ever. 

 

2. Give thanks to the God of gods, * 

       for his mercy endures for ever. 

 

3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, * 

    for his mercy endures for ever. 
 

  

4 Who only does great wonders, * 

    for his mercy endures for ever; 
 

  

5 Who by wisdom made the heavens, * 

    for his mercy endures for ever; 
 

  

6 Who spread out the earth upon the waters, * 

    for his mercy endures for ever; 
 

  

7 Who created great lights, * 

    for his mercy endures for ever; 
 

  

8 The sun to rule the day, * 

    for his mercy endures for ever; 
 

  

9 The moon and the stars to govern the night, * 

    for his mercy endures for ever.  
 

23 Who remembered us in our low estate, * 

         for his mercy endures for ever; 

  

24 And delivered us from our enemies, * 

       for his mercy endures for ever; 

  

25 Who gives food to all creatures, * 

       for his mercy endures for ever. 

  

26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, * 

       for his mercy endures for ever. 

 

 

 



8 

Presider: Let us pray.    (Silence) 

 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the 

divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Flood                                              Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13  

 

Lector:  The Flood. A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

 

Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone are righteous 

before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the 

animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep 

their kind alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; 

and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” And Noah did all that the Lord had 

commanded him. In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on 

that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. The rain fell on the 

earth forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s 

wife and the three wives of his sons entered the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic animals 

of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every bird of every kind—every bird, every winged 

creature. They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. And those that 

entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in. The flood continued 

forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters swelled 

and increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters. At the end of forty days Noah opened 

the window of the ark that he had made and sent out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from 

the earth. Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove 

found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So 

he put out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out 

the dove from the ark; and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive 

leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the 

dove; and it did not return to him any more. In the six hundred first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, 

the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of 

the ground was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God said 

to Noah, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every 

living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that 

they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out with his sons and his wife 

and his sons’ wives. Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 

you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 

every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again 

shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, 

“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 

generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.” 

 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 46 (Simplified Chant)  

1  God is our refuge and strength, * 

 a very present help in trouble. 

2  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, * 

  and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 

3  Though its waters rage and foam, * 

  and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 

4  The Lord of hosts is with us; * 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

5  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

6  God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; * 

  God shall help her at the break of day. 

7  The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * 

  God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 

8  The Lord of hosts is with us; * 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

9  Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, * 

  what awesome things he has done on earth. 

10  It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; * 

  he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  

            and burns the shields with fire. 

11  “Be still, then, and know that I am God; * 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

12  The Lord of hosts is with us; * 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Presider: Let us pray.  

 (Silence) 

Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your covenant with all living things: Grant that we, who are saved 

through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 



10 

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea     Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21 

Lector:  Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea. A reading from  the Book of Exodus. 

 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the 

Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken 

us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told 

you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 

than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that 

the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The LORD will 

fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 

Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites 

may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and 

so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians 

shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved 

from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so 

the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses 

stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into 

dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them 

on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 

and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, 

and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians 

said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the LORD said to Moses, 

“Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 

drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians 

fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 

drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites 

walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the LORD 

saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work 

that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant 

Moses. Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: “I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed 

gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 8                                               Set to the Music of Hymn 445 “Praise to the Holiest in the Height” 

 

The Lord I sing, uplifted, high, 

And powerful to save; 

He hurled the rider and his horse 

Beneath the Red Sea’s wave. 

 

My strength, my refuge, Savior, Lord, 

The God whom I acclaim, 

A warrior strong, my people’s god, 

And Yahweh is his Name. 
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The chariots of Pharaoh has 

He hurled into the sea; 

The finest arms and army all 

Lie drowned while we walk free. 

 

The deep has overwhelmed them all. 

They sank down like a stone; 

Your right hand, Lord, is glorious; 

The foe is overthrown. 

 

What gods can be compared with you  

In holiness and dread? 

When you stretch forth your mighty arm  

Your enemies fall dead. 

 

Yet with your constant love you led 

The people you redeemed 

And brought them safely to the land 

Of which our fathers dreamed. 

 

And you will bring them, plant them on 

The mountain called your own, 

The sanctuary, resting place, 

Which you have made alone. 

 

Forever now our God shall reign, 

The Lord whom we adore; 

All glory to the Father, Son,  

And Spirit evermore. 

 

Presider: Let us pray.     

(Silence) 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty 

arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of 

Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the 

inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A New Heart and a New Spirit                                                                            Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 

Lector:  A New Heart and a New Spirit. A reading from the Book of Ezekiel. 
 

Thus says the Lord God: “I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into 

your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all 

your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from 

your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my 

statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you 

shall be my people, and I will be your God.” 
 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 42 (Simplified Anglican Chant) 

1 I cry to the LORD with my voice; * 

    to the LORD I make loud supplication. 
 

  

2 I pour out my complaint before him * 

    and tell him all my trouble. 
 

  

3 When my spirit languishes within me, you know my path; * 

    in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a trap for me. 
 

  

4 I look to my right hand and find no one who knows me; * 

    I have no place to flee to, and no one cares for me. 
 

  

5 I cry out to you, O LORD; * 

    I say, "You are my refuge, 

    my portion in the land of the living." 
 

  

6 Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought very low; * 

    save me from those who pursue me, 

    for they are too strong for me. 
 

  

7 Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to your Name; * 

    when you have dealt bountifully with me, 

    the righteous will gather around me 

 

Presider: Let us pray.    (Silence) 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that 

all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Valley of the dry bones                                                                           Ezekiel 37:1-14          

Lector: The valley of the dry bones. A reading from the Book of Ezekiel. 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 

He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 

with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had 

been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 

bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was 

no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
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Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to 

me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 

cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 

am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, 

and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” 

says the Lord.  

 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 143 (Simplified Chant) Sung as before. 

1 Lord, hear my prayer, and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; * 

  answer me in your righteousness. 

2  Enter not into judgment with your servant, * 

  for in your sight shall no one living be justified. 

3  For my enemy has sought my life; 

 he has crushed me to the ground; * 

  he has made me live in dark places like those who are long dead. 

4  My spirit faints within me; * 

  my heart within me is desolate. 

5  I remember the time past; I muse upon all your deeds; * 

  I consider the works of your hands. 

6  I spread out my hands to you; * 

  my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land. 

7  O Lord, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; * 

  do not hide your face from me 

  or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. 

8  Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning, 

 for I put my trust in you; * 

  show me the road that I must walk,  

  for I lift up my soul to you. 

9  Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord, * 
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  for I flee to you for refuge. 

10  Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; * 

  let your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 

11  Revive me, O Lord, for your Name’s sake; * 

  for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble. 

12  Of your goodness, destroy my enemies 

 and bring all my foes to naught, * 

  for truly I am your servant. 

Presider: Let us pray.    

 (Silence) 

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life: 

Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The gathering of God’s people                                                                                 Zephaniah 3:12-20  

Lector: The gathering of God’s people. A reading from the Book of Zephaniah. 

For I will leave in the midst of you a people humble and lowly. They shall seek refuge in the name of the LORD—the 

remnant of Israel; they shall do no wrong and utter no lies, nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths. Then 

they will pasture and lie down, and no one shall make them afraid. Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice 

and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned 

away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall 

be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a 

warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you 

with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will 

deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame 

into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make 

you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the 

LORD. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 98     the psalm is sung by the cantor   

Cantor will sing refrain and congregation will repeat, subsequent refrains will be sung by the 

congregation.  

 

Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song* 

for he has done marvelous things. 

 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm* 

has he won for himself the victory.                  Refrain 

 

3 The Lord has made known his victory* 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations 

 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,* 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  Refrain 

 

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;* 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 

6 Sing to the  Lord with the harp,* 

with the harp and the voice of song.      Refrain 
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7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn* 

shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,*      

the lands and those who dwell therein.        Refrain 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands,* 

   and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  

when he comes to judge the earth.      Refrain 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world.*   

and the peoples with equity.       Refrain 

Presider: Let us pray.    

 (Silence) 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 

mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world 

see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made 

new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing of the Water and The Renewal of Our Baptismal Vows 

   
The Renewal of The Baptismal Covenant                                                                            

Presider Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and  

renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?  

People I do.  

Presider Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

     creator of heaven and earth.  

Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the Virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 
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     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  

Presider Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the  

prayers?  

People I will, with God's help.  

Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever  

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help.  

Presider Will you proclaim by word and example the Good  

News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving  

your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help.  

Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God's help. 

The Presider concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 

bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 

The Blessing of the Water                                                                        

The Presider blesses the water, first saying 

 The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Presider 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 

Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 

received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 

and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his  

fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
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At the following words, the Presider touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 

born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The lights come on  

Acclamation  

 Presider: Alleluia. Christ is risen 

 People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia 

Congregation rings their bells 

 

Christ is Risen! 

Gloria in excelsis                                                         S-280 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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The Collect of the Day 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray.     

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only- begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious 

resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with 

him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. or this O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the 

Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed 

both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
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The Lessons 

The Epistle:  Romans 6:3-11                                                                 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 

been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 

God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

  Response: Thanks be to God     

♪♪  Sequence Hymn                   

 

 Hymnal #174      At the Lamb’s high feast we sing                                                  Salzburg  

  

  

  

  

(Continued on next page) 
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Holy Gospel  

 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark                                          

                              People’s Response before the Gospel Proclamation: Glory to You, Lord Christ 

Mark 16:1-8 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they 

might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 

They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they 

looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they 

saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not 

be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is 

the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you." So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they 

said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

People’s Response following the Gospel Proclamation: Praise to You, Lord Christ  

The Sermon                                        Jon M. Coventry 

The Prayers of the People 

Intercessor: Central to every gathering of Christians for worship is intercessory prayer.  Our prayer is always for the 

church and the world.  

 

Intercessor: Made alive to God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

Intercessor: Holy God, renew your church throughout the world. Drown our fears. Rekindle our hope. Make us alive with 

the promise that death no longer has dominion. We pray for our presiding bishop Michael, our bishops Mark, William, 

and Arthur and our priest Debra in their proclamation of the gospel. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Ever-living God as your Spirit swept over the waters of creation, so send your Spirit to renew the face of the 

earth. Even amid death and desolation, reveal your healing, hope, and new life. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 
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Intercessor: Liberating God, you break the chains of injustice and you lead your people into freedom. In every nation, 

hear the cries of those who yearn for freedom, justice, dignity and peace. Hear us, O God,   

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: God of new life, we cry out to you for those in need – for the hungry and despairing, for the sick and the 

dying. Raise your people from the grave. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Bring comfort and grace to all those affected by the COVID-19 contagion, especially parents of children 

home from school, people dependent on food pantries, the homeless, the unemployed, students & teachers, health care 

workers & first responders, daycare workers and funeral directors, especially Rita and Mo. 

  

People:  hear our prayer  

   

Intercessor: God of the resurrection, bless those who renewed their baptismal vows this night. Recreate us in Christ’s 

image, full of your compassion and love. Hear us, O God,  

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We pray for our seminarians Megan and Jon and all seminarians as they continue their discernment toward 

ordination. Lord, in your mercy,  

  

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: (You may add other intercessions either silently or aloud). Hear us, O God, 

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Eternal God, all the saints are singing “Alleluia,” proclaiming the victory of your great love. Even now gather 

us into the chorus of their praise, until we join them in glory and bless you forever. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Presider: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

The Peace  “The Peace of Christ be always with you” 

  Response: “And also with you” 

 

Announcements 
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The Presider Continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we will now say, 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                                          

People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Seasonal Blessing of Easter 

The Presider blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, 

bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to 

be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your 

eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 

Amen. 
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♪♪ Closing Hymn  

Hymnal #296        We know that Christ is raised and dies no more                                                Engelberg  

 

Dismissal 

Please continue to pray for those on the Long -Term Prayer List  

Christopher, David, Pam, Susan, Christine, Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, Patty, Tom, Danny, 

Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., Marilyn M., Bill, Marsha, Roger, 

William, Mitchell., Bob, Kym,  Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, Michelle, Chris D., Randy and Helen, Raymond, 

Katie, Robin,  Fred, Susan S., Judy, Richard and Joyce Metz,  Shirley W.,  Sandy, Ramon, Jessica, Tim, Dianne, 

Kylie,  Nakiim, The Merton Family, Nancy, Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, David, Karly, Christina, Jeff, Richard D., 

Tammy, David S., Michael D., Scott, Karen, Aunt Abbie, Eve & Katie, Elvera, Rita, Donna C, Seti, Jim, Joseph, Deidre, 

Dot, Beth, Jim E., Larry,  Chester, Janice, Ron, Eric, Karla, Tana, Carol, Bree, Roxy,  Phil, the people of Cambodia 

especially those living in Prey Lang Forest, Fred; Natalie, Kerry, Pam and Wendy, Cynthia, Laura,  Nancy G.,  David, 

Jill, Rick, Jim, Harold & Claudette, Kathi & Cindy, the Jones Family and the families and victims of the recent mass 

shootings 

 

 

Today’s Readers: Kathi K., Jon C., Jeannine J, Rob B., Susan K., Chris M., Vicki S., 
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Christ is Risen! 

  

Easter, the Christian Passover, was originally a unitive feast, celebrating the passion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and 

our participation therein. If included both a period of fasting and a rejoicing in Christ’s victory and ours. The participation 

by the believer in the dying and rising again of Jesus Christ is the theological center of Christian faith and life. This is 

the gospel that the apostles proclaimed to the world, and it is our participation in the resurrection that makes us one with 

Jesus Christ. It is this proclamation which is central to the celebration of the Great Vigil of Easter. 

 

An Easter Prayer 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life. Increase in 

our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of 

eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen.   

 


