
Agape for Maundy Thursday 

 

The following blessings are recited by the Celebrant at the beginning of the meal. 

 

Over Wine 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine; and on this 

night you have refreshed us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to 

you for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Over Bread 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You bring forth bread from the earth; and on 

this night you have given us the bread of life in the Body of you Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered 

upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your 

Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Over the Other Foods 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to 

satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following our Savior in 

the way of the cross, we may come to joy in his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, now and for ever. Amen 

 

During the meal or toward its close, a person appointed reads the seventeenth chapter of the Gospel 

according to John. 

 

John 17 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that 

you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 

presence before the world existed. 

 

 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 

from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 

know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 

behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 

are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 

longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I 

protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost 

except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, 

and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have 

given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I 

do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect 

them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify 

them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 

world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
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 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their 

word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that 

the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so 

that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so 

that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, 

I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which 

you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

 

 ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent 

me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have 

loved me may be in them, and I in them.’  
 

Lenten Blessing  

 

From Palm Sunday through Maundy Thursday 

 

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives 

and reigns for ever and ever. Amen 

 

We are one in the Spirit                                             

1. We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord.   

And we pray that all unity may be one day restored. 

   

 Refrain:  And they'll know we are Christians by  

 our love, by our love; 

 Yes they'll know we are Christians by our Love. 

   

2. We shall walk with each other, we shall walk hand in hand, 

We shall walk with each other, we shall walk hand in hand. 

And together we'll spread the new that God is in the land. 

 Refrain 

   

3. We shall work with each other, we shall work side by side, 

We shall work with each other, we shall work side by side. 

And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride. 

 Refrain  

  

4. All praise to the Father from whom all things come; 

All praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son. 

And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one. 

 Refrain 

 


