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Third Sunday in Easter  

  

  

“Peace be with you.” Luke 24:36b-48  

 
 

Church Of Our Saviour  
 

“Our Mission: to live out the gospel by transforming lives and neighborhoods in partnership, with 

innovation, and with compassion.” 

 

 

April 18, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 
 

The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett, Rector 

Peter Wright, Choir Director 

Michael McGroarty, Musician 
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Church of Our Saviour Episcopal 
471 Crosby Street 

Akron, Ohio, 44302 

330-535-9174 

 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  

We are bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and 

relate to one another is very important to us. Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you 

and invite you to make your place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is 

alive for everyone here regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, 

couples, partners and families of every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us 

in our diversity. 

 

 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of 

Our Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the 

gospel for all people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we 

strive to use all that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.   

Amen 

 

Welcome, Guests 

 

If you are joining us online for the first time this morning, we hope you will consider making Church of 

Our Saviour your church home during this period of suspended in-person worship. 
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Liturgy of the Word, Rite II 

Third Sunday in Easter 

♪♪ Prelude:   

Ringing of the “Welcome” Bell  

 

♪♪ Opening Hymn  

 

Hymnal #193        That Easer Day with joy was bright                                                  Puer nobis 

 

 

 

 
 

Liturgy of the Word 

 

Opening Acclamation 

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

 

People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

♪♪ Gloria in excelsis                                                       S-280 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(continues on next page) 
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The Salutation 

 

Presider: The Lord be with you 

 

People:       And also with you 

 

Presider:  Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day      

 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of 

our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.Amen.                                                          

                                   

First Reading          Acts 3:12-19 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 

though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over 

and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy 

and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, 

whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself 

has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him 

this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled 

what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and 

turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”                                      

Lector: The Word of the Lord  

   

Response: Thanks be to God 

 
 

 

 

 

 



6 

Psalm 4                                                                                                                              

 

 
 

Cum invocarem 

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 

you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 

have mercy on me and hear my prayer.   Refrain 

 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 

how long will you worship dumb idols 

and run after false gods?" 

 

3 Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 

when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me.  Refrain 

 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 

speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 

and put your trust in the LORD.    Refrain 

 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 

more than when grain and wine and oil increase.  Refrain 

 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 

for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety.  Refrain 
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Second Reading                1 John 3:1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 

are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children 

now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we 

will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, 

just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed 

to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has 

either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is 

right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 Lector: The Word of the Lord  

 

Response: Thanks be to God 
 

    

♪♪ Sequence Hymn       

 

 Hymnal #305        Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest                                  Rosedale 

 

 

 

(continues on next page) 
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Holy Gospel – The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke  

 Luke 24:36b-48 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled 

and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, 

and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 

me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said 

this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 

wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 

and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then 

he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 

these things.                                             
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People’s Response before the Gospel Proclamation: Glory to You, Lord Christ 
 

People’s Response following the Gospel Proclamation:  Praise to You, Lord Christ   

 

Alleluia Verse— Alleluia Verse—WLP #784 (Refrain, sung twice) 

 

 

  

 
 

The Sermon                                                                                        Seminarian Jon M. Coventry 

 

The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP p. 851). 

 

We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer 

of all creation, as the source of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and 

community which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not say these 

words as some sort of litmus test but as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God 

with generations of Christians who have gone before us and with generations who will come after us. 
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The Nicene Creed 

        

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

                                                                                  

Prayers of the People 

 

Intercessor: Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for 

the church, the world and all people in need. 

(A brief silence) 

Intercessor: For the church and its leaders, for those who witness to the risen Christ through speech or 

action, and for all children of God, be led to joy in the resurrection. We pray for our Presiding Bishop 

Michael, our Bishops Mark, William and Arthur and our Priest Debra in their proclamation of the gospel. 

Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 
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Intercessor: For stewards of creation that the bounty of the earth provide for all who hunger or thirst. Hear 

us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: For those who work for peace in government or politics, that their work benefit those in need, 

the poor and the oppressed and the rights of all. We especially pray for all those serving in the military, 

President Biden, his advisors and members of all branches of the U.S. government and our state and local 

government.  Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: For the distressed, rejected, bereaved, frightened and sick (especially … Christopher, David, 

Pam, Susan, Christine, Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, Patty, Tom, Danny, Emily, Rob, 

Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., Marilyn M., Bill, Marsha, Roger, 

William, Mitchell., Bob, Kym,  Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, Michelle, Chris D., Randy and 

Helen, Raymond, Katie, Robin,  Fred, Susan S., Judy, Richard and Joyce Metz,  Shirley W.,  Sandy, 

Ramon, Jessica, Tim, Dianne, Kylie,  Nakiim, The Merton Family, Nancy, Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, 

David, Karly, Christina, Jeff, Richard D., Tammy, David S., Michael D., Scott, Karen, Eve & Katie, Rita, 

Donna C, Seti, Jim, Joseph, Deidre, Dot, Beth, Jim E., Larry,  Chester, Janice, Ron, Eric, Karla, Tana, 

Carol, Bree, Roxy,  Phil, Fred; Natalie, Kerry, Pam and Wendy, Cynthia, Laura,  Nancy G.,  David, Jill, 

Rick, Jim, Harold & Claudette, Kathi & Cindy, the Jones Family,  Glenworth, and the families and victims 

of the recent mass shootings) that support for them be close at hand, and that all experience the gift of 

healing. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor:  Bring comfort and grace to all those affected by the COVID-19 contagion, especially parents 

of children home from school, people dependent on food pantries, the homeless, the unemployed, students 

& teachers, health care workers & first responders, daycare workers and funeral directors, especially Mo 

and Rita. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We pray for our seminarians Megan and Jon and all seminarians as they continue their 

discernment toward ordination. Hear us, O God,  

 People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: For this congregation, where the scriptures have been opened in our midst, that with boldness 

of heart we proclaim the joy we have in our new life in Christ. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: You may offer other intercessions silently or aloud. (A brief Silence) Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We give thanks for the witnesses of the faith who have died and now rest. We pray for all the 

faithful departed, let light perpetual shine upon them. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 
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Celebrant: O God, we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your abundant mercy, through our lord 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

The Peace         “The Peace of Christ be always with you” 

 

      Response: “And also with you” 
 

 

Commemorative Prayers       

   The priest offers prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events 

 

Announcements 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

Seasonal Blessing of Easter 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son 

our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy 

and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring 

you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you for ever. Amen. 



13 

♪♪Closing Hymn    

  

 Hymnal # 195     Jesus lives! thy terrors now                                                                     Mowsley 

 

 

 
 

Dismissal 

 

 Response: Thanks be to God 

 

♪♪Postlude    

 

Today’s Readers: Colleen D. & Jeannine J. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK… April 20—Larry Jackson, April 20—Megan Allen 


