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Gather in the Name of God  
 

Presider: Isaiah 61 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Presider  Welcome to our Blue Christmas service… a time when we can, with 

others, acknowledge the “blue” feelings we have at Christmas time. 
For many who have lost a loved one, this is a moment of pain. For 
others it is a lonely time of year. This is not a joyous season for 
everyone. In this service we will reflect on our pain through Holy 
Scripture. We gather to shed tears if they come, to hold hands if the 
are available, and to know that we are not alone. We will pray for 
hope and comfort and ask for healing. Finally, we will celebrate hope 
in the Eucharist of Christ who is God with Us. 

 
Presider  Blessed be the God of our salvation: 
People  Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 
 
Presider Let us pray. 
 

God of love and understanding, we gather this evening to confront 
our pain in the midst of the world’s celebration. Help us know that 
you are present with us in all our moods and feelings and seasons. 
Guide us now that we may move in still small steps, finding healing 
in the midst of pain, and order in the midst of chaos. Lighten our 
burden. Give us a taste of the hope, peace, joy, and love that you 
promise to all of your people through the gift of your son Jesus. 
Amen.  

 
Proclaim and Respond to the Word 
 
Lector   A reading from Isaiah (43). 
 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 

shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and 
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the flame shall not consume you. Because you are precious in my sight, and 

honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for 

your life. Do not fear, for I am with you.  

Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters.  Do 

not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a 

new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert.   

For I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen 

people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.  

Lector   The word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 22  
 
Lector:  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far 

from helping me, so far from the words of my groaning? 

 

ALL:   O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by 

night, but I find no rest. 

 

Lector:  In you, our ancestors trusted. They trusted and you delivered them. 

 

ALL:   It was you who took me from the womb, you who kept me 

safe upon my mother's breast; since my mother bore me, you have 

been my God. 

 

Lector:  Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to 

help. 

 

ALL:   God does not despise the affliction of the afflicted; God 

does not hide from me. When I cry to God, God hears me. Thanks be 

to God! 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
 
Presider proclaims the gospel lesson 
 
Presider   The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  

according to Matthew (1:18-25). 
People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
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child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. ’All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
 
 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Homily 
 
The Prayers 

 

Compassionate God, you know our deepest longings and sorrows.  Hear our sorrow 

and let our cry come to you. 

 

Stand near in the darkness, O God.  

 

We are broken by our loss and afraid of our future, overwhelmed by all we cannot 

understand. We are heavy with sadness and grief, sick with despair, aching with 

emptiness; 

 

Stand near in the darkness, O God. 

 

We are confused and enraged at what feels unjust.  We are frightened to find 

ourselves doubting your love;  

 

Stand near in the darkness, O God.  

 

Turn your heart towards us, healing God. We have lost our way and feel alone in 

our sorrow. Help us to grieve honestly and bravely, allowing our tears to fall freely. 
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Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow. 

 

Teach us to trust you with all that we feel and for all that we need. Release us from 

blame towards others and ourselves. Forgive us our failures at love. 

 

Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow. 

 

Heal us of shame and guilt; save us from regret. Give us grace to endure, and the 

courage of love in all we do. 

 

Turn your heart towards us and let mercy flow. 

 

Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love. Only you can heal us. Send you life-

giving Spirit to renew our broken hearts. 

 

Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love.  

 

Increase our patience toward ourselves and each other. Help us to let go of lost 

dreams, and entrust ourselves to your purpose and will. 

 

Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love.  

 

Use our sorrows to enlarge our compassion toward others and ourselves. Release 

us from fear, renew us in love, and rekindle our hope. 

 

Save and restore us, Good Lord, by your love.  

 

Fill us with thanks for the good things we enjoy, help us to notice our blessings. 

Renew us this evening that we might live as your children in the strength of your 

love. 
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All:  Gracious God, as a father has compassion on his children, as a 

mother carries and feeds her children, so do you have mercy on us, and 

carry us in our afflictions.  We thank you for strengthening and 

renewing us in your love.  We pray for grace to help you push back the 

darkness in our world, to help unfold your light, and to live with 

courage, kindness, and hope. Amen.  

Candle Lighting Litany of Remembrance 

Intercessor: We light this candle to remember those persons who have been loved 
and lost. We pause to remember their name, their face, their voice. 
(pause for a moment of silence) We give thanks for the memories 
that binds them to us this season which anticipates Christ. 

People:  May God’s eternal love surround them. 
 
Christ be our light sung by Peter Wright  
 
The second Advent Candle is lit.  
 
Intercessor: We light this second candle to redeem the pain and loss: the loss of 

relationships, the loss of jobs, and the loss of health. As we gather up 
the pain of the past, we offer it to you, oh God. Asking that into our 
welcome hearts and open hands, you place the gift of peace. 

People: Refresh, restore, renew us, Oh God, and lead us into your future.     
 
Christ be our light                                                                      sung by Peter Wright  
 
The third Advent Candle is lit  
 
Intercessor: We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. 

We pause and remember the past weeks, months and for some of us, 
years of down times. We remember the poignancy of memories, the 
grief, the sadness, the hurts, and the pain of reflecting on our own 
mortality. 

People: Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness. Amen. 
 
Christ be our light                                                                    sung by Peter Wright  
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At this point in the service we ask those of you who have a candle to light it in 
remembrance of your loved one. 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
The Presider says 
 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Presider and People 
 
Holy and Gracious God,  
you have searched us and know us,  
and you know how difficult it is  
for us to be whole hearted  
in our celebration of the Good News.  
There are parts of us which will not listen  
to the angel’s song of glad tidings of great joy.  
We grieve God,  
and we hold tight to our sorrows and expectations.  
So we confess, not our pain,  
but our embrace of it  
and our stubborn refusal of grace and love. 
Forgive us God.  
Continue to love us, we pray,  
and help us finally to hear your assurance  
that you travel beside us,  
and you will help carry our burdens. Amen. 
 
The Presider says 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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A Litany for Healing 
 
The minister introduces Litany of Healing with these words  
 
The ministry of Jesus invites us to new life in God and with each other. We 
proclaim the Good News that God desires us to be healthy and one in the body of 
Christ. You are invited to offer yourself, whatever your sickness of spirit, mind, or 
body, and ask for healing and wholeness in the Name of the holy and undivided 
Trinity. 
 
Lector: Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers. 
 
The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. 
 
Lector: God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation; 
People: We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 
God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly; 
We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence; 
We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 
Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being; 
We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they 
may be made whole; 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 
Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or 
despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence; 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 
Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness 
of mind and serenity of spirit; 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
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Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering, 
granting them wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience; 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 
Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and consolation 
of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved; 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 
Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, 
and in the world; 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 
You are the Lord who does wonders: 
You have declared your power among the peoples. 
 
With you, O Lord, is the well of life: 
And in your light we see light. 
 
Hear us, O Lord of life: 
Heal us, and make us whole. 
 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 
A period of silence follows. 
 
Presider: Generous God, we give you thanks for your beloved Jesus Christ, in 
whom you have shared the beauty and pain of human life. Look with compassion 
upon all for whom we pray, and strengthen us to be your instruments of healing in 
the world, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
There’s a Balm in Giliad                                                          sung by Peter Wright 
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Exchange the Peace 
 
Presider   The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
All present greet one another in the name of Christ. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
People and Presider 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The Presider offers the following blessing and then dismisses the people with 
these words. 
 
May our Holy God  
     open unto you 
         light for your darkness, 
         courage for your fear, 
         hope for your despair. 
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May our loving God, 
       open unto you 
            wisdom for your confusion, 
            forgiveness for your sins, 
            love for your hate. 
 
May the God of peace, 
       open unto you 
             peace for your turmoil, 
             joy for your sorrow, 
             strength for your weakness. 
 
May our generous God, 
        open your hearts 
              to receive all his gifts. 
 
Presider   Go in God’s grace, peace and love. Share it  

with everyone you meet, for we never know what hurt they 
carry inside. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

 


