
 

Seventh Sunday in Easter  

The Sunday after Ascension Day 

  

  

“I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world… protect them… that they may be one, as 

you and I are one.” John 17:1-11  

 
 

 

Church of Our Saviour   
   

“Our Mission: to live out the gospel by transforming lives and neighborhoods in partnership, with innovation, 

and with compassion.”  

 
 
 

May 24, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

Peter Wright, Choir Director 

Michael McGroarty, Musician 



2 

Church of Our Saviour Episcopal 
471 Crosby Street 

Akron, Ohio, 44302 

330-535-9174 

 
 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  We are 

bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and relate to one 

another is very important to us.  Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you and invite you to make 

your place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is alive for everyone here 

regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, couples, partners and families of 

every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us in our diversity. 

 

 

 
 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of Our 

Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the gospel for all 

people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we strive to use all that we 

have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome, Guests 

If you are joining us online for the first time this morning, we hope you will consider making Church of Our 

Saviour your church home during this period of suspended  

in-person worship. 
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Liturgy of the Word, Rite II 

Seventh Sunday in Easter 

♪♪ Prelude:   

Ringing of the “Welcome” Bell  

 

♪♪ Opening Hymn  

 

Hymnal #494    Crown him with many crowns                                                                Diademata 

 

 

(continues on next page) 
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Liturgy of the Word 

 

Opening Acclamation 

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

 

People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Collect for Purity  

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

 

 Response: Amen 
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♪♪ Gloria                                                                                                                                             S280 
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Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day                                                              

 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom 

in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that 

place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

in glory everlasting.  

 

  Response: Amen                              

First Reading     Acts 1:6-14 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 

set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When 

he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While 

he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 

been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 

day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 

staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly 

devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as 

well as his brothers. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord  

   

Response: Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 

the psalm is sung by the cantor 

 

Cantor will sing refrain and congregation will repeat, subsequent refrains 

will be sung by the congregation.  

 

 
Exsurgat Deus 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 

let those who hate him flee before him. 

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 

as the wax melts at the fire,  

        so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 

let them also be merry and joyful.   Refrain 

 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 

exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 

YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 

God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and         

        brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 

but the rebels shall live in dry places.   Refrain 

 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 

when you marched through the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 

at the presence of God, the God of Israel.  Refrain 

 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 

you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 

in your goodness, O God,  

        you have made provision for the poor. 
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33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *   

sing praises to the Lord.    Refrain 

 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 

he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 

his majesty is over Israel; 

his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 

the God of Israel giving strength  

        and power to his people! 

Blessed be God!     Refrain 

  

Second  Reading             1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that 

you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 

you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all 

your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 

adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for 

you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And 

after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. 

Amen.  

Lector: The Word of the Lord    

Response: Thanks be to God 
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♪♪ Sequence Hymn       

 

 Hymnal #603        When Christ was lifted from the earth                                            St. Botolph 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel – The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John 

 

People’s Response before the Gospel Proclamation: Glory to You, Lord Christ 

John 17:1-11 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 

glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 

given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 
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from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know 

in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am 

not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All 

mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”  

People’s Response following the Gospel Proclamation:  Praise to You, Lord Christ   

Alleluia Verse—WLP #784 (Refrain, sung twice) 

 
 

 

 
 

The Sermon                                                                                         Seminarian Jon M. Coventry 

 

The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP p. 851). 

 

We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer 

of all creation, as the source of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and 

community which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not say these 

words as some sort of litmus test but as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God 

with generations of Christians who have gone before us and with generations who will come after us. 
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The Nicene Creed 

        

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

        

Prayers of the People 

 

Intercessor: Central to every gathering of Christians for worship is intercessory prayer.  Our prayer is 

always for the church and the world.  

 

Intercessor: Made alive in Christ and filled with his Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation.   

  

A brief silence  
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Intercessor: For the body of Christ, made one yet suffering divisions; for those who do not believe; for the 

strength to proclaim the gospel. Strengthen our Presiding Bishop Michael our bishops Mark, William, and 

Arthur and our priest Debra in their proclamation of the gospel. Hear us, O God,  

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: For farmers planting the seeds that grow our food; for sun and rain in right proportion; for 

lands suffering flood or drought. Hear us, O God,  

People: For your mercy is great.  

Intercessor: For those who hold authority over others; for governors and mayors; for executives and 

managers We especially pray for all those serving in the military, the President, his advisors and members 

of all branches of the U.S. government and our state and local government. Hear us, O God,  

People: For your mercy is great.  

Intercessor: For those suffering or in want; for victims of abuse; for those who are depressed or anxious; 

for estranged families; and for the ill or hospitalized (especially…Christopher, David, Pam, Susan, 

Christine, Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, Patty, Tom, Danny, Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, 

Anthony, Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., Marilyn M., Bill,  Anne M., Marsha, Roger, 

William, Mitchell, Helen, Richard S., Bob, Kym, Anna, Preston, Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, 

Michelle, Chris D., Randy and Helen, Raymond, Katie, Robin,  the Silvey family, Fred, Susan S., Judy, 

Allan, Richard and Joyce Metz,  Susan T., Shirley W.,  Sandy, Ramon, Jessica, Tim, Dianne, Phyllis,  

Kylie,  Nakiim, the Hofer and Brady family,  The Merton Family,  Nancy, Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, 

David, Karly, Joanie, Karen and the Davis and Lawson families, Katharine, Chris and Bill) Hear us,              

O God,  

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: Bring comfort and grace to all those affected by the COVID-19 contagion, especially parents 

of children home from school, people dependent on food pantries, the homeless, students & teachers, health 

care workers & first responders, daycare workers and funeral directors. Hear us, O God,  

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We pray for our seminarians Megan and Jon and all seminarians as they continue their 

discernment toward ordination. Hear us, O God,  

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: For this congregation; for its leaders, vestry and ministries, that difference and division not 

obscure the oneness we share in Christ. Hear us, O God,  

People: For your mercy is great.  

Intercessor says: (You may add other intercessions - silently or aloud), Hear us, O God,  
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People: For your mercy is great.  

Intercessor: We give thanks for all the faithful departed especially Kerry and Noel. Let light perpetual shine 

upon them. Hear us, O God,  

 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Presider: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

 

People: Amen. 

The Peace         “The Peace of Christ be always with you” 

 

      Response: “And also with you” 
 

 

Commemorative Prayers       

   The priest offers prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events 
 

Announcements 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

 

Seasonal Blessing of Easter 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son 

our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy 

and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
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May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring 

you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you for ever. Amen. 

♪♪Closing Hymn 

    

 Hymnal #460    Alleluia! sing to Jesus!                                                                             Hyfrydol 

 

  

 

(continues on next page) 
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Dismissal 

 

 Response: Thanks be to God 

 

♪♪Postlude    

 

Today’s Lectors:  Susan K., Jennifer B.   

 

BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED THIS WEEK 
 

May 30—Lisa Drumm 

 
 

 


