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The Third Sunday after Pentecost  

Proper 6 

  

“With what can we compare the kingdom of God?... It is like a mustard seed…the smallest 

of all seeds… yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs….” 

Mark 4:26-34  

 
 

Church of Our Saviour  
 

“Our Mission: to live out the gospel by transforming lives and neighborhoods in partnership, with 

innovation, and with compassion.” 

 

 

June 13, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 
 

The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett, Rector 

Peter Wright, Choir Director 

Michael McGroarty, Musician 
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Church of Our Saviour Episcopal 
471 Crosby Street 

Akron, Ohio, 44302 

330-535-9174 

 

We invite you to experience God’s love and ours.  We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  

We are bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and 

relate to one another is very important to us. Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you 

and invite you to make your place with us.  Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours.  God is 

alive for everyone here regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history.  Join singles, 

couples, partners and families of every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us 

in our diversity. 

 

 

Parish Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church of 

Our Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to the 

gospel for all people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we 

strive to use all that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.   

Amen 

 

Welcome, Guests 

 

If you are joining us online or in the Pocket Park for the first time this morning, we hope you will 

consider making Church of Our Saviour your church home during this period of transition. 
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Liturgy of the Word, Rite II 

Third Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 6 

♪♪ Prelude:   

Ringing of the “Welcome” Bell  

 

♪♪ Opening Hymn  

 

WLP #754                  When from bondage we are summoned                         Haywood’s Home 

 

 

  

(continued on next page) 
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Liturgy of the Word 

 

Opening Acclamation 

 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

 

People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Collect for Purity 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

♪♪ Hymn of Praise                                                                                           

 

 WLP #784    Hallelujah ! We sing your praises !                                      Haleluyia ! Pelo tso rona       

              

  

 

 

(continued on next page) 



6 

 

 
 

The Collect of the Day      

 

Presider: The Lord be with you 

 

People:    And also with you 

 

Presider:  Let us pray. 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may 

proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.. 

The Lessons 

First Reading  Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I myself will take a sprig 

from the lofty top of a cedar; 

I will set it out. 

I will break off a tender one 

from the topmost of its young twigs; 

I myself will plant it 

on a high and lofty mountain. 
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On the mountain height of Israel 

I will plant it, 

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

and become a noble cedar. 

Under it every kind of bird will live; 

in the shade of its branches will nest 

winged creatures of every kind. 

All the trees of the field shall know 

that I am the LORD. 

I bring low the high tree, 

I make high the low tree; 

I dry up the green tree 

and make the dry tree flourish. 

I the LORD have spoken; 

I will accomplish it. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord    

Response: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 92:1-4,11-14   The psalm will be sung by the cantor. Cantor will sing refrain and congregation 

will repeat, subsequent refrains will be sung by the congregation. 

 

Bonum est confiteri 

1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, * 

and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 
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2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 

and of your faithfulness in the night season; 

3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 

and to the melody of the harp. 

 

4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; * 

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.  Refrain 

 

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

 

12 Those who are planted in the house of the LORD * 

shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

 

13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 

they shall be green and succulent; 

 

14 That they may show how upright the LORD is, * 

      my Rock, in whom there is no fault.    Refrain 

 

Second Reading             2 Corinthians 5:6-10,[11-13],14-17 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 

from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it 

our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 

receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

[Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known 

to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves 

to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those 

who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if 

we are in our right mind, it is for you.] For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced 

that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live 

no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we 

regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of 

view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything 

old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 Lector: The Word of the Lord  

 

Response: Thanks be to God 
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♪♪ Sequence Hymn       

 

 Hymnal #302  Father, we thank thee who hast planted   Rindez à Dieu 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Holy Gospel          Rev. Deacon Jon M. Coventry 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark  

People’s Response before the Gospel Proclamation: Glory to You, Lord Christ 

Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep 

and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces 

of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at 

once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It 

is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 

yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to 

them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

People’s Response following the Gospel Proclamation:  Praise to You, Lord Christ   

 

The Sermon                                                                                            The Rev. Debra Q Bennett 

 

The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP p. 851). 

 

We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer 

of all creation, as the source of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and 

community which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not say these 

words as some sort of litmus test but as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God 

with generations of Christians who have gone before us and with generations who will come after us. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

        

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

                                                                                  

Prayers of the People                                                                              

 

Intercessor: With reverence for the earth, those in need, and the whole human family, let us offer our 

prayers to God. 

(A brief silence) 

Intercessor: For the church, that it boldly stand against evil and oppression, even as it promotes 

reconciliation among nations, races and religions. We pray for our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishops 

Mark, Bill and Arthur, our Priest Debra and our Transitional Deacons Megan and Jon, in their proclamation 

of the gospel.  Hear us, O God,  

  

People: For your mercy is great.  
 

Intercessor: For all creation, may your Spirit spark renewal in areas that have been damaged or destroyed, 

and make life spring forth. Hear us, O God,  

  

People: For your mercy is great.  
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Intercessor: For all who work in government or politics, that their work benefit those in need, the poor and 

the oppressed and the rights of all. We especially pray for President Biden and our state and local 

government. Hear us, O God,  

  

People: For your mercy is great.  
 

Intercessor: For all who are sick, anxious, lonely or grieving (especially… David, Pam, Susan, Christine, 

Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, Patty, Tom, Danny, Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, 

Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., Marilyn M., Bill, Marsha, Roger, William, Mitchell., Bob, 

Kym,  Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, Michelle, Chris D., Randy and Helen, Raymond, Katie, 

Robin,  Fred, Susan S., Judy, Richard and Joyce Metz,  Shirley W.,  Sandy, Ramon, Jessica, Tim, Dianne, 

Kylie,  Nakiim, The Merton Family,  Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, David, Karly, Christina, Jeff, Richard D., 

Tammy, David S., Michael D., Scott, Karen, Eve & Katie, Rita, Donna C, Seti, Jim, Joseph, Deidre, Dot, 

Beth, Jim E., Larry,  Chester, Janice, Ron, Eric, Karla, Tana, Carol, Bree, Roxy,  Phil, Fred; Natalie, Kerry, 

Pam and Wendy; Laura,  Nancy G.,  David, Jill, Rick, Jim, Harold & Claudette, Gail, Diante, David, Eve, 

the Taylor family, Trish and the Moran family, Alexis, the Randolph family, Janice, Judith, Shawn, the 

Morlock family, the people of Cambodia especially those living in Prey Lang Forest,  and the families and 

victims of the recent mass shootings). that they do not lose heart, but hold fast to your promises. Hear us, 

O God,  

  

People: For your mercy is great.  
 

Intercessor:  Bring comfort and grace to all those affected by the COVID-19 contagion, especially parents 

of children home from school, people dependent on food pantries, the homeless, the unemployed, students 

& teachers, health care workers & first responders, daycare workers and funeral directors, especially Mo 

and Rita. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We pray for all seminarians as they continue their discernment toward ordination. Hear us,     

O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, that they will be safe and may 

know the peace that only you can give. Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: For the individuals, couples, and families in this community, that our words and deeds reveal 

your gracious will. Hear us, O God,  

People: For your mercy is great.  
 

Intercessor: You may offer other intercessions silently or aloud. (A brief silence) Hear us, O God, 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor: We give thanks for all the faithful departed whose lives enriched the family of faith and who 

now dwell with you. Let light perpetual shine upon them. Hear us, O God,  
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People: For your mercy is great.  
 

Celebrant: O God, we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your abundant mercy, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we have sinned against you 

In thought, word and deed, 

By what we have done, 

And by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

Have mercy on us and forgive us; 

That we may delight in your will, 

And walk in your ways, 

To the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Absolution 

The celebrant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

The Peace         “The Peace of Christ be always with you” 

 

      Response: “And also with you” 
 

 

Commemorative Prayers       

   The priest offers prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events 
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The Holy Communion 
Everyone is welcome at God’s table. Please come forward for Holy Communion.  If you would like to receive a 

blessing rather than communion, please come forward to the altar and cross your arms across your chest. 
 

Offertory Sentence 

♪♪  Offertory Hymn      Hymnal #518          Christ is made the sure Foundation         Westminster Abbey 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                                             

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  
 

People: We lift them to the Lord 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

The Celebrant proceeds                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 
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Here a proper preface is sung or said.  

 

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us anew people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth 

your glory in all the world. 

 

after which the celebrant continues 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

♪♪  Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy)                                                                          LEVAS II #252  
  

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above 

all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 

Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 

made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O God, 

 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
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Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite 

us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 

where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 

the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

    

Lord’s Prayer   

 

People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. The following is then sung. 
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Fraction Anthem                 Take, O Take me as I am                      My Heart Sings Out #46  

  

 
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

♪♪ Hymn During Communion 

 

LEVAS II  #59    I trust in God wherever I may be                                                 Aurelia 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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21 

Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                       

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Almighty and everliving God,  

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  

of the most precious Body and Blood  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  

And now, Father, send us out  

to do the work you have given us to do,  

to love and serve you  

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

Announcements 
 

♪♪Closing Hymn    

  

 Hymnal #525  The Church’s one foundation                                      Aurelia 

 

(continued on next page) 
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Dismissal                                                                                            The Rev. Deacon Megan A. Allen 

 

 Response: Thanks be to God 

 

♪♪Postlude    

 

Today’s Readers: Chris M. & Jeannine J. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK… June 14—Mo Kemp, June 16—Kevin M., June 18—Marilyn Mekeal 
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June 8, 2021 

  

Dear Wardens and Clergy, 

  

Beginning next Sunday, June 13, decisions regarding the use of masks, singing, serving food 

for coffee hour and feeding programs, reception of the sacrament, and the physical spacing of 

participants at any in-person gathering will be the responsibility of each individual 

congregation’s clergy and lay leaders. Please read the entirety of this letter carefully. 

  

Continued progress in understanding the nature of the coronavirus and increasing success in limiting 

its spread through vaccination, as reflected in amended guidelines from the CDC and state health 

agencies, allow us to move further toward subsidiarity in pandemic response and procedures. The 

availability of sound scientific resources and the intimate knowledge of their communicant base 

increasingly support individual congregations in making decisions that best meet their particular 

circumstances. 

  

I recognize that in some places this may result in a transfer of frustration or disagreement from 

episcopal to parochial leadership, and I regret any increased burden on our clergy and lay leaders 

after all that they have endured over the past 15 months. Nonetheless, the breadth of our parishes in 

almost every demographic and characteristic makes it increasingly difficult to provide a one-size-

fits-all set of protocols that adequately responds to their varied contexts. 

  

Masks 

The makeup of our congregations differs considerably from parish to parish. Those with relatively 

fewer communicants, all of whom are fully vaccinated, are, according to CDC and state guidelines, 

at low risk as sites for COVID-19 contagion. Requiring masks in those settings is now no longer 

considered essential by the State of Ohio. 

  

Other parishes, on the other hand, whose attendance regularly fills the available space, or whose 

communicants either include families with young children or hope to include such families, may 

appropriately feel that wearing masks is a discipline warranted by their commitment to the health of 

the particularly vulnerable. This would likewise be a reasonable and responsible practice for 

congregations with communicants unable to be vaccinated due to some other health condition. 

  

Thus, the decision about whether and at which services the required use of masks is appropriate is 

best determined by parish leadership. 
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Singing 

Singing will be permissible both out of doors and indoors, with or without masks, as determined by 

each parish. This applies to parishioners, soloists, and choirs. As with all in-person practices, 

attention to safe practices is paramount and should be determined by leaders and encouraged by all. 

  

Food 

Food may be served at church and outreach events alike, as directed by safety policies and practices 

established by clergy and vestry. This includes coffee hour, receptions, formation events, community 

dinners, and any event at which food and drink may be offered. 

  

Reception of Eucharistic elements 

While I will continue to encourage strongly that the Eucharistic sacrament be received in one kind 

(bread only), that decision will also be the responsibility of parish leadership, with the final say 

resting with the clergy. There are certainly a few congregations in which every attendee may be fully 

vaccinated. Drinking from the common cup, however, or reaching one’s hand into the chalice for 

intinction may well remain uncomfortable to many and unsafe for some. It is important to teach the 

Doctrine of Concomitance as an assurance to communicants that the sacrament is complete when 

received in one kind only, i.e., in either the bread or the wine. 

  

On a personal note, as a recovering alcoholic I have received the Eucharist in bread alone for over 

35 years. For me, not unlike for those who would choose to do the same in this time of pandemic, 

this was solely to protect me from a grave and chronic illness – alcoholism. In all of that time, I have 

never felt a diminution of the Eucharistic presence of Christ. 

  

If a congregation considers distributing the consecrated wine at this time, I strongly urge that it be 

done cautiously, patiently, and after providing appropriate teaching so that communicants will feel 

free to choose not to receive. 

  

Conclusion 

Restoring the option to return to any of these practices is in no way an indication that doing so is the 

appropriate and correct determination for a specific congregation or event. That choice, as with all 

issues in Christian community, is a responsibility, not a right. It should be considered thoughtfully 

and humbly, not measured simply by one’s own desires, rather, as Jesus directed his disciples, in 

light of its implications for the well-being of “the least of these my brothers and sisters.” 

  

As always, Brad Purdom, I, and all members of the Bishop’s staff are available to assist in exploring 

these or any issues regarding in-person gathering. 

  

  

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr. 

Bishop of Ohio 
 

 

 


