The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 19

“But, who do you say that I am.” Mark 8:27-38
Church of Our Saviour
“Our Mission: to live out the gospel by transforming lives and neighborhoods in partnership, with
innovation, and with compassion.”

September 12, 2021
10:30 a.m.
The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett, Rector
Peter Wright, Choir Director
Michael McGroarty, Musician
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Church of Our Saviour Episcopal
471 Crosby Street
Akron, Ohio, 44302
330-535-9174
We invite you to experience God’s love and ours. We are a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.
We are bound together by our common liturgy, not a rigid set of doctrines. So how we sing and pray and
relate to one another is very important to us. Wherever you are on your journey, we have a place for you
and invite you to make your place with us. Come share our joys and sorrows as we share in yours. God
is alive for everyone here regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or life history. Join singles,
couples, partners and families of every description that make up our community of faith. Rejoice with us
in our diversity.

Parish Prayer
Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of your love and mercy. May the Church
of Our Saviour be so inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope and a witness to
the gospel for all people. Grant that we may continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as
we strive to use all that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your beloved son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Welcome, Guests
If you are joining us online or in-person for the first time this morning, we hope you will consider
making Church of Our Saviour your church home during this period of transition.
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Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 19
♪♪ Prelude:
Ringing of the “Welcome” Bell
♪♪ Opening Hymn Hymnal #523 Glorious things of thee are spoken

Abbot’s Leigh

(continued on next page)
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Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
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♪♪ Hymn of Praise
WLP #784 Hallelujah! We sing your praises!

Haleluyia! Pelo tso rona

(continued on next page)
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The Collect of the Day
Presider: The Lord be with you
People:

And also with you

Presider: Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in
all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
The Lessons
First Reading

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens-wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
he who vindicates me is near.
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Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Lector: The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God

Psalm 116:1-8 The psalm is sung by the cantor. Cantor will sing refrain and congregation will repeat,
subsequent refrains will be sung by the congregation

Dilexi, quoniam

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.
Refrain
3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life."
4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; *
our God is full of compassion.

Refrain

5 The Lord watches over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and he helped me.
6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *
for the Lord has treated you well.

Refrain

7 For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord *
in the land of the living.
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Refrain

Second Reading

James 3:1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach
will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits
into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships:
though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of
great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among
our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is
itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed
and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of
deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the
likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this
ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water?
Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water
yield fresh.
Lector: The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God
♪♪ Sequence Hymn
LEVAS II #136 I have decided to follow Jesus

Indian Folk Melody

(continued on next page)
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Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark.
People’s Response before the Gospel Proclamation: Glory to You, Lord Christ
Mark 8:27-38
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter
answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”
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People’s Response following the Gospel Proclamation: Praise to You, Lord Christ
The Sermon

The Rev. Debra Q. Bennett

The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP p. 851).
We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in God as creator, redeemer, and
sustainer of all creation, as the source of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships
and community which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We do not say
these words as some sort of litmus test but as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of
God with generations of Christians who have gone before us and with generations who will come after
us.
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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Prayers of the People for September 11th
Intercessor: O God, our mighty tower, who created Heaven and Earth,
People: Have mercy on us.
Intercessor: O God, our Redeemer, who died and rose again,
People: Have mercy on us.
O God, our comforter and sustainer, who strengthens all your faithful people,
People: Have mercy on us.
Intercessor: Holy Trinity, undivided, One God,
People: Have mercy on us.
Intercessor: We remember, O Lord, all whose lives were changed on September 11th. Bless our
remembrance and bless our prayer as we come before you,
People: We pray to you, O Lord.
Intercessor: For all victims who went to work or boarded planes that morning, never guessing what the
day would bring, and for all who were caught in the attacks and lost their lives,
People: We pray to you, O Lord.
Intercessor: For those who resisted terror at the price of their own lives,
People: We pray to you, O Lord.
Intercessor: For all who worked valiantly and selflessly to help others,
People: We pray to you, O Lord.
Intercessor: For the firefighters and police officers who rushed in as others rushed out,
People: We pray to you, O Lord.
Intercessor: For houses of worship that opened their doors in the midst of chaos to provide places of rest
and solace, prayer and hope,
People: We pray to you, O Lord..
Intercessor: For all people who were treated with hatred or suspicion because of their religion or
nationality,
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People: We pray to you, O Lord.
Intercessor: For the people of all nationalities, races and religions,
People: We pray to you, O Lord.
Intercessor: For ourselves, as we remember that day as if it were only yesterday.
People: We pray to you, O Lord.
Intercessor: From the forces of evil, and from deadly acts of terrorism,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
Intercessor: From the fear that grips us as individuals and as a people,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
Intercessor: From the senseless hatred that hardens hearts and minds,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
Intercessor: From war and violent conflict of all stripes,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
Intercessor: We do beseech you to hear us, good Lord, that on this twentieth anniversary of the terrorist
attacks on America, that you would rule and govern our hearts, and the powers of this world,
People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Intercessor: That it would please you to protect this nation, and the peoples of the whole world,
People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Intercessor: That it would please you to root out the causes of terror and war in all places and among all
people,
People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Intercessor: That it would please you to look upon those who would seek to do harm, and turn their hearts
from the ways of hatred and violence,
People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Intercessor: That it would please you to rain down grace and mercy upon us all, that your peace, which
passes all understanding, would overtake us all,
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People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Intercessor: That it would please you on this day to uphold all those who lost people dear to their hearts
during the attacks, and in the conflicts which have followed in their wake,
People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Intercessor: That it would please you to surround widows and children, parents and loved ones, the
injured and maimed with a hope in your trust, your abiding Presence, and life everlasting,
People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Intercessor: That it would please you to uphold all those who maintain peace and safety in our local
communities and abroad,
People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Intercessor: That it would please you to shine your light into the darkness, that all would see and know
you, and your ways.
People: We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Presider: O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, whose heart is glad when all your children
live together in unity; we lift to you the grief of our hearts, hoping that you will not only comfort those
hearts, but change them; that we may be the people you have created, and called us to be; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession of Sin
The celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you
In thought, word and deed,
By what we have done,
And by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
Have mercy on us and forgive us;
That we may delight in your will,
And walk in your ways,
To the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The Absolution
The celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen
The Peace

“The Peace of Christ be always with you”
Response: “And also with you”

Commemorative Prayers
The priest offers prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events

The Holy Communion
Everyone is welcome at God’s table. Please come forward for Holy Communion. If you would like to receive a
blessing rather than communion, please come forward to the altar and cross your arms across your chest.

Offertory Sentence
♪♪ Offertory Hymn

LEVAS II #203

There is a Balm in Gilead

American Melody
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(continued on next page)

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant: The Lord be with you
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a proper preface is sung or said
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
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after which the celebrant continues
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
♪♪ Sanctus

(Holy, holy, holy)

LEVAS II #252

(continued on next page)
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Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O God,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
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these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and forever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Lord’s Prayer
People and Presider
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. The following is then sung.
Fraction Anthem

Take, O Take me as I am

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
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My Heart Sings Out #46

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
♪♪ Hymn During Communion
Hymnal #516
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Come down, O Love divine

Down Ampney

(continued on next page)

Postcommunion Prayer
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Announcements
The Blessing
♪♪Closing Hymn
ELW #798
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Will you come and follow me

The Summons

(continued on next page)

Dismissal
Response: Thanks be to God
♪♪Postlude
Please continue to pray for those on the long-term prayer list.
(David, Pam, Susan, Christine, Joe, Chris, Derwood, Ruth, Judy, Glynn, Patricia, Patty, Tom, Danny,
Emily, Rob, Jeff, Mikey, Anthony, Norma, Clarence, Dan, Steve, Leslie, Nancy R., Marilyn M.,
Bill, Marsha, Roger, William, Mitchell, Bob, Kym, Kelly, Stephanie, Joslyn, Mia, Virginia, Michelle,
Chris D., Randy and Helen, Raymond, Katie, Robin, Susan S., Judy, Richard and Joyce Metz, Shirley
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W., Sandy, Ramon, Tim, Dianne, Nakiim, Hannah, Mary, Julie, Amy, David, Karly, Christina, Jeff,
Richard D., Tammy, David S., Michael D., Eve & Katie, Rita, Donna C, Seti, Jim, Deidre, Dot, Jim E.,
Chester, Janice, Ron, Eric, Karla, Bree, Phil, the people of Cambodia especially those living in Prey Lang
Forest, Fred; Natalie, Kerry, Pam and Wendy; Laura, Nancy G., David, Jo, Jim, Harold & Claudette,
Gail, Diante, David, Eve, Janice, Judith D., Shawn, Christopher, Patty Lynn G., Lisa, Jordan, Scott,
Betsy, Vince, Frank, the Brady family, the people of Haiti, the families and victims of the recent
wildfires, mass shootings and hurricanes, the people of Afghanistan, Allen, and the Culbertson family.)
Who is Serving This Week:
Altar Guild: Colleen D., Corey S.
Lector: Deidre S-J., Colleen D.
Usher: Kay S., Anne S.
Counter: Kay S.
Birthdays This Week:
September 13—Jim Simon, September 14—Steve Kay
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